Luke 5:1-11 The Call of Peter

Introduction : there is a wonderful story of a French monk who was born in 1611. Brother Lawrence was from a poor family and on coming to the monastery was assigned to a lowly task. His job was to wash the dishes. He found that he could love Jesus and experience Jesus in the ordinary things of life such as washing up in the kitchen.  Jesus meets people in the ordinary events of their daily lives. Peter and the fishermen experience Jesus in a powerful way while they have been engaged in their workplace of fishing. Fishermen were not religious people but Jesus sought them out. Jesus calls all types of people, likely and unlikely, you and me !  As we meet together at church it should be a special experience but we can expect that Jesus will be present with us at home, Jesus will be present with us at work , Jesus will be present with us at school and in the community. Jesus is the God who gets out and mixes with his people.  The politicians have been out visiting in the electorates to gain support. Jesus gets out amongst his people to bless them and reveal himself to them. He did it 2000 years ago in person in Israel and he does it today through His Spirit, through the word and through us His servants as we speak the word of Jesus and serve others. Today we have this wonderful baptism of Vy and Jesus is calling Vy to follow him and serve him.  Jesus is here with us today and Jesus has been with Vy and with us all during the week as we have opened our lives to Him. Let me share some things from God’s Word

1.Getting Connected :  I have got a new phone and new sim card and I couldn’t get connected for a week. I needed help from the control centre. Connection with Jesus is what baptism is about. IN this passage Peter learns one of the key elements of getting connected with Jesus. IT is an unlikely and unexpected lesson – counterintuitive ! Peter is asked by Jesus to go out fishing again and is hesitant because he and his group have fished all night and caught nothing but he agrees and Luke informs us that they caught so much fish that the boat was full and beginning to sink and the nets were beginning to break. V7. In v9 we learn that they were astonished at the catch of fish and recognised that it was through Jesus’ power. When Peter sees this he falls down on his knees and asks Jesus to go away from him because he is a sinful man. Peter has seen the holiness of Jesus in this miracle. IN the OT Isaiah the prophet in Chp 6 had a vision of the holiness of God and then was struck by his own sinful. To connect to Jesus you need to see his holiness. He is pure, there is no sin in him. He is loving and just and righteous. Many people have a form of Christianity which understand that Jesus is God’s Son but they have not been struck by the intensity of his holiness and so their faith is about Jesus helping them. When you see the holiness of Jesus you want him to go away because what you see in yourself is aweful.  Unless you see your need you won’t come to real faith in Jesus. In the baptismal promises those who make the promises say : I repent of my sins, I renounce evil. At the beginning of the beatitudes the first beatitudes is the key to the rest and it says : Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matt 5:3. They see they are sinful and so are open to receive blessings ! This is deep down recognising that we are sinners and that we deserve God’s judgement ! If you don’t understand that  then you have not see the holiness of Jesus. Have you ever had the experience of looking at a floor in poor light and thinking that it is not dirty but when you put on the light the dirt is exposed. When we move close to Jesus His light shines into out life and we see what we are really like and our experience is that we want to run away. Peter wanted to run away but Jesus would not let him. By seeing how sinful and unworthy he is Peter is drawing close to Jesus.

2. Getting forgiven : all of us in some way fear rejection when people really find out what we are like. Jesus speaks 3 words to deal with this fear. He says Don’t be afraid ! v10  This is a word of acceptance from God. There are rich images in scripture about God’s acceptance. IN Luke 15 when the lost sheep is gone the shepherd goes after it and when He finds it the shepherd puts it on his shoulders and carries it home.  IN Isaiah 6 when he Isaiah says that he is ruined because he is a sinful man an angel brings a live coal from the altar and touches his mouth and he is forgiven and cleansed. This is what Jesus does at the Cross. He sees our sin and takes the punishment for our sin and says don’t be afraid you are clean and forgiven.

3. Understanding who Jesus is –  I was talking with a JW this week and there are many things which we agree on and he said to me that Jesus died on the Cross for our sin but he doesn’t believe that Jesus is God the Son.  He doesn’t believe that Jesus always existed in heaven. The identity of Jesus is critical for faith.  In the Gospels people kept disputing who Jesus was and kept misunderstanding who Jesus was.  Some thought he was Elijah the prophet or John the Baptist.  Throughout the Gospels Jesus is revealing His identity.  IN Luke 5 Jesus performed a miracle with the catch of fish – that is what God does – Jesus is saying I am God. Jesus forgave sin, that is what God does – Jesus is saying I am God. IT is not enough to say that Jesus died on the Cross for sin. We have to acknowledge who Jesus is. When Peter sees the miracle which shows the holiness of Jesus, he sees his own sinfulness and this results in him  calling Jesus – Lord v8 . Romans 10:9 Saving faith requires that people confess that Jesus is Lord – He is God and that God raised him from the dead. Jesus died as God the Son. What God does that ? A loving and wonderful and pure God !

4. Learning to see things like Jesus :  when I first became a Christian I thought that the package was j that I attend church – I needed to read the Bible to see what God’s plan is. At the beginning of this event Jesus asks Peter to go and catch fish but Peter who is an expert fishermen basically thinks that Jesus has got this wrong because he think he knows more about fishing than Jesus. There is no doubt that Peter was an experienced fishermen but Jesus is the one who made fish and controls the waters. The Christian life is a journey about learning over your lifetime to turn from sin and to begin to develop Jesus ‘ attitude and perspective on life. One of the great sins which befalls us in this modern world is consumerism. Many people have adopted a supermarket Christianity. We come to church for what Jesus can give us. That is good but faith in Jesus is much more than this. Jesus says to Peter : Don’t be afraid from now on you will catch men. Peter received and now Jesus calls him to be involved in bringing others to faith in Jesus. We all have different roles but Jesus expects all of us to be involved in serving him. We meet together to worship Jesus and to grow in our faith so we can learn to serve Jesus and help others grow. In Matthew 28 Jesus calls his disciples to make disciples. This applies to us all  –  a genuine Christian must learn to receive from Jesus and learn to give and serve others !  Jesus calls us to be learners and to help others also learn and follow Jesus !

Conclusion :  I want to conclude with a focus on 2 words – blessing and love :- a lot of life runs on asking : What is in it for me ? That is not a bad question. As you look at this story Peter decided to obey Jesus and he received great blessing with the great catch of fish. Those who follow Jesus are blessed by God but it is not just material – Peter is blessed because he is learning that Jesus is God, that Jesus is holy and that Jesus forgives him and gives him a job to do. It is to your advantage to obey Jesus – obedience does bring blessing from God. Secondly the Christian life runs on love. Notice that Jesus deals with Peter’s guilt about sin by forgiving him. The basis for going and making others fishermen is that Peter has received this precious gift freely and so Jesus calls for a response to share the message of Jesus with others. Paul says in 2 Cor 5:14 that the love of Christ compels us ! Don’t run your Christian life on guilt – it goes nowhere. For a Christian guilt takes you to the Cross and forgiveness and when your guilt is relieved because of Jesus God pours His love  into your hearts – that is what drives you. In this message we have learnt – look up to Jesus and worship Him as Lord, look in we are sinners who need to forgiveness of the cross and look out in service to others !

