Luke 18:35-19:11  The Blind man and Zaccheaus

Introduction : It is amazing how people miss the obvious. Have you heard the joke about the lone ranger and tonto his faithful horse. The Lone Ranger and Tonto are camping in the desert, set up their tent, and are asleep. Some hours later, The Lone Ranger wakes his faithful friend. "Tonto, look up and tell me what you see." Tonto replies, "Me see millions of stars." "What does that tell you?" asks The Lone Ranger. Tonto ponders for a minute. "Astronomically speaking, it tells me that there are millions of galaxies and potentially billions of planets.  Time wise, it appears to be approximately a quarter past three. Theologically, it's evident the Lord is all powerful and we are small and insignificant.  Meteorologically,  it seems we will have a beautiful day tomorrow. What it tell you, Kemo Sabi?" The Lone Ranger is silent for a moment, then speaks. "Tonto, you Dumb Hoss, someone has stolen our tent." Or I remember when I was a young boy and I was showing off to my uncle Bob about how much I had learnt at school and he asked me a question – Who is buried in Ned Kelly’s grave ? I thought for a minute and said that is a hard one I don’t know !  Throughout the Gospels people see Jesus do huge miracles and they miss the significance of who he is and what it means for them. But in the reading tonight we find two people who shouldn’t be able to see things about Jesus but end up becoming friends with Jesus. Unlikely people find Jesus because he is reaching out to them.

1.Jesus and the blind man  : it is not long before Jesus will enter Jerusalem and eat the last supper and then die on the Cross for our sin but he still has time for people who reach out to him. A blind man was sitting on the road begging as Jesus approaches Jericho. It was his only source of income but he heard that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. It is obvious that during the last 3 years of Jesus’ public ministry he would have heard a lot about Jesus. IT is common knowledge that for blind people they have to atune their ears and listen very carefully. He makes an incredible statement saying Jesus son of David have mercy on me.  To call Jesus Son of David means that he is saying that Jesus is a descendent from King David and the Jews believed that the Messiah or God’s special King would be a descendent and come to help his people. This blind man has been joining up all the dots. There is a plenty of evidence for the Christian life and it makes sense but sometimes it is like we have dots on a page and we have not joined them all up.  There is progression in this blind man’s understanding in that he says in v42 Lord. He is recognising that Jesus’ divine nature. After he is healed he follows Jesus praising God. Not only does the blind see with his eyes but he sees with his heart and understanding ! He gets the God stuff ! The giving of sight to this blind man confirms what the blind man already knows. It is God who heals the blind. For people to become Christians they must understand that Jesus is a man and He is also God -  He is God with us and as such He has the right to tell us what to do !  His plans are good for us and he requires us to follow and obey him.

2. The importance of faith : one of my great disappointments in life is that when I was in Kenya Nelson Mandela came to Kenya and spoke at a stadium and I didn’t go. I missed a huge opportunity because I wasn’t determined.  It is easy to miss great opportunities which can be life changing. Sometimes this is because of lack of motivation, others times there is discouragement from others to follow through or obstacles.  In v39 the blind man is told to shut up and his response was to shout louder.  The blind man despite his physical disability knew that he wanted something better in life and he was not going to let this opportunity pass by. The blind man could have responded to those who said shut up and stayed where he was. But he had fight. He was not consumed with self-pity like so many. He wanted something better in his life ! So he pressed on. We are encouraged in the Gospels that Jesus is seeking us but he also calls us to be determined to reach out to Jesus with faith or trust and receive blessing. Matthew 7:7-8 Ask , seek knock and you will receive. Faith is believing that Jesus is concerned about you and wants to bless you. Or Jer 29:13. Seek Jesus with all your heart. There is no doubt Jesus is real, the evidence is substantial the real issue is whether people want it. If you seek Jesus with all your heart you will find him. Jesus encourages us that the blind man was rewarded because of his faith – Luke 18:42.
3. Jesus and Zaccheaus : if they made a Hollywood movie out of this I am sure Danny Devito would play Zaccheaus. Beady eyed, short and devious. Zac was wealthy and you don’t become wealthy in the tax collecting business unless you are dodgy !  This man is an unattractive character. In the first story of the blind man – he is a person who is obviously very needy physically and Jesus reaches out. He is poor and oppressed so it is understandable that Jesus has compassion but for Jesus to reach out to Zaccheaus who is a collaborator with the Romans is unexpected.  This man is wealthy and oppresses others by putting the squeeze on them for money. But he too like the blind man was looking for something better in life. He needs to go and find a tree to see Jesus because he is short but also because he was hated. If he got in the crowd to look for Jesus you have to remember that when people are packed close together and they recognised who he was they may have kicked him, thrust a knife in his back.  

4. Salvation: This is a religious word meaning that someone has been rescued from sin or from judgement. Jesus by coming to Zacchaeus at the tree and saying I must stay at your house Jesus is wanting more than a meal. IN this culture to eat with someone was to honour them , to establish a friendship. Jesus is accepting Zacchaeus and Zacchaeus is accepting Jesus call on his life to follow him. Notice that the acceptance precedes changed life. In v8 Zac decides to give half of his possessions to the poor and if he has cheated anyone to pay them back.  This is not about rule book Christianity. Zac is recognising that if he wants to follow Jesus it is not just about saying I believe but it affects the ethics of your life. Cheating and lying and stealing is out. Faith in Jesus affects the way you live. It is interesting that in v9 Jesus responds to Zac’s declaration by saying that Salvation has come to this house because this man too is a son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of faith. He was famous for willing to trust God’s promise and have faith – Romans 4:21-22. To be a son of Abraham means to have true faith. If Zac can get in to God’s kingdom anyone can. This man was not a nice man but he found forgiveness. Those who humble themselves find God’s forgiveness. IT is open to the poor such as the blind man and it is open to the rich man such as Zac.

Conclusion :Helene Keller (who was blind and deaf ) through the help of another lady learnt to communicate and became a famous political advocate and author standing up for the rights of those with disabilities. She was once asked : Isn’t it terrible to be blind ? She replied:- Better to be blind and see with your heart than to have 2 good eyes and see nothing. In this story of the blind man and Zaccheaus we find that they really see who Jesus is while the religious leaders remain blind to the truth of Jesus identity. Knowing who Jesus is and knowing him personally is the key challenge of life. That is what life is about ! We previously noted that the  blind man ignored people who told him to shut up and cried out to Jesus and that Zac ignored the hatred of the community and found a tree to climb up and see Jesus. We need to seek Jesus and be determined but we are also encouraged that Jesus is seeking us v10. He sends people across our paths, he establishes churches where you can hear the Word of God preached and explained. IT is not hard to find Jesus. He makes it possible so we can. The great wonder of Zac is that he could come to faith in Jesus because Jesus willingly accepted the hostility of the community by inviting himself to a meal at Zac. To eat with Zac would mean instant hatred from the community v7. This is a picture of what Jesus does in dying on the Cross for our sins - In the death of Jesus he has accepted the burden of our sin so we can be forgiven and free and he calls us to follow him. Following Jesus is not a one off decision it is a process. You make a decision to believe in Jesus and then follow. Abraham we are told believed God’s Word and then went to a country he did  not where. You have to be willing to let Jesus take you where he will – it is not just about geography. He will want you to turn away from sin. He will want you to let go of hatred, He will want you to forgive others, he will want you to be part of church.To Zac he said I must stay at your house. There is a command from Jesus to follow him. There is an urgency and an opportunity. The blind man who could now see also began to follow Jesus – v43. Let me conclude with one of my favourites stories from Tony Campolo – Tony is a baptist preacher and he flew into Honolulu late at night and went to a local diner near his hotel. At 3am a group of prostitutes walked in. tony described the place as wall to wall prostitutes.  Tony was listening. One of the prostitutes said It is my birthday tomorrow. Another one said disparagingly – what do you want a cake. She responded I have never had a birthday party and cake. She left sad. Tony went over to the owner and said who is that girl that talked about the birthday. That is Agnes. Do they come in here every night at this time.? He said yes. Tony said I have an idea  I would like to throw a birthday party for Agnes. I will get decorations and the cake. The manager said I will get the cake. Agnes and the girls came in the next night and the room was decorated and they sang happy birthday and brought out the cake and Agnes said do you mind if I take it home and show my mum. She was deeply moved. Tony then prayed for Agnes. Afterwards the manager said I didn’t know you were a preacher – what church do you belong to ? I belong to the church which throw parties for prostitutes at 3am in the morning and the manager said no you don’t if that church existed I would have joined it. Jesus wants us to be a church which is for all people and welcomes all people – whether the blind and oppressed like the blind man or a rich man who oppresses others like Zac or Agnes. There is room for all !
