One of the most common objections to Christianity people hear is this: ‘Why do some non-Christians I know live better lives than Christians?’ Now & again you hear disturbing reports of sexual abuse by clergy.

You may have heard of Christians who swi
ndled, cheated, lied, ran off with the church secretary.

Many people ask: ‘Why are there so many hypocrites in the church?’ Many go beyond, asking: ‘If Jesus is so great, why are some of his followers such jerks?’ Behind all these questions is the issue: ‘If this is what being a Christian is like, why should I want any part of it?’

Sometimes people use the hypocrisy question as a weapon. They have little interest in the answers, nor do they feel any personal pain nor anger as a result of such hypocrisy. They only use this question to attack, simply to justify themselves, or simply to discredit the church & Christianity. In cases like this, we don’t need to give a straightforward answer. We would be wise to deflect their barb & point out their own hypocrisy.
But some people complain about hypocrisy, & they do so not as a smokescreen, but they do so from a significant amount of pain. Perhaps it’s Christian parents who made them get an abortion; perhaps it’s pastors who had an affair; we went to the Jewish Museum in Darlinghurst last Monday & I found at least 2 statements saying that part of what caused the Holocaust was that for many years, Christians blamed Jews for the death of Jesus Christ & forced Jews to live on the edge of society. Some people complain about hypocrisy, & they may have personally experienced pain & anger from someone or a group of people who acted in the name of Christianity, but didn’t live or behave in a way that is consistent with Jesus’ teachings. What could we say, that could help people who have experienced pain because of hypocrisy?
Jesus condemns hypocrisy very strongly, more so than the sin of the tax collectors & the prostitutes. 
Luke 6:42 42 How can you say to your brother, `Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.
Today we’re looking at the following 3 verses:

Luke 6:43-45 43 "No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44 Each tree is recognised by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn-bushes, or grapes from briers. 45 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.
What is Jesus saying there? He is saying that we don’t have to go judging & condemning our enemies. Nor finding faults with our brothers. You’ll see the fruit. Ultimately the truth will out. Nobody will ultimately get away with anything. Each one should examine one’s own self in this regard, not others. Those who do the best job of restoring others in their walk are those who can restore themselves. That means being able to receive rebuke and honestly going before the Lord so that our plank may be removed. Only then are we ready to consider how to help a fellow believer remove the speck from their eye. 
43 "No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. What else is Jesus saying there? He is saying that not everyone who claims to be a Christian is actually one. There’s much misunderstanding about what being a Christian is all about. So the good news about the hypocrisy question is that it can be an opportunity to clarify what the gospel of Jesus Christ is about. For someone to be a Christian, it’s not enough that they get born into a Christian family. For someone to be a Christian, it’s not enough that they even go to church regularly. For someone to be a Christian, they actually have to repent of their sins & accept the offer of God’s forgiveness at some point in their life. For someone to be a Christian, they need to be born again, the Spirit of God has to breath into their life, & make them a new creation. 
44 Each tree is recognised by its own fruit. It’s interesting that Jesus picks the metaphor of a fruit. Because the thing with fruit is, it takes time. And you got to nurture the tree. You got to water it. Another common misconception is that if you claim you’re a Christian, people think you claim to be perfect. They expect to see the fruit right away! Of course the truth is that fruit always takes time to produce. Being a Christian is not being good, moral, upright & perfect. It’s always being forgiven, pardoned, redeemed, saved. A Christian is ultimately not a good person, but a forgiven bad person. I guess that one of the reasons why the church has so many jerks in it is because it’s the one place that acknowledges that we’re all jerks! But the church helps us find forgiveness for being a jerk as well as the power to stop being one.
We have been saved from the judgment of sin. We are saved from the power of sin. But as long as we still live here on earth, as long as Jesus Christ has not returned to finalise the coming of the kingdom of God, the Bible says that we all still sin; we are all still work in progress. That’s why, yes, some Christians are jerks – or just plain weird. Church is the one place where such people are welcomed. You could say that the church is a haven for hypocrites – people who fail to perfom according to the standards that they affirm. But non-Christians are hypocrites, too. Everybody, whether you are Christian or not, everybody has certain standards that they affirm, but they fail to live up to. 
Growing up, I was a big fan of the Beatles, particularly John Lennon. Recently I read a comment made by Julian Lennon, John’s son. Julian was abandoned at age five by his father, & he said this about his late father.

“He was a hypocrite. Dad could talk about peace and love out loud to the world, but he could not show it to the people who supposedly meant the most to him: his wife and son,” “How can you talk about peace and love and have a family in bits and pieces — no communication, adultery, divorce? You can’t do it, not if you’re being true and honest with yourself.”

 — Servant (Summer 1998)
Everybody, on occasion, say one thing & do another.

But yes, even Christian life is still marred by disappointments & imperfections. That’s why sometimes we behave as hypocrites, even while we hate doing so. That’s why we long for Jesus to return, to fulfill everything he’s said he will do. 
But having said all that, we do need to be people who know God and walk with him in such a way that people can see the fruit of following Jesus. We don’t show the fruit to boast, nor to earn God’s forgiveness. No, we show the fruit because God has forgiven us. We show the fruit because God’s grace has changed our heart such, that we accept God as Father and respond at least to some degree to his presence in our lives. Jesus commands his followers to grow in him, to listen to him. If you do that, you won’t have to worry about looking for fruit; you will be producing it by God’s grace.
Yet sooner or later, we can & should admit that our own hypocrisy is actually the very reason why we need Jesus’ death on the cross. If we ever can stop being a hypocrite once & for all, that is, if we can ever be perfect with our own strength, then Jesus wouldn’t have needed to die on the cross. But he did. One of the reasons I’m a Christian is because when Jesus died on the cross, he showed that my problems include things that are even worse than hypocrisy: my sin. And although I’ve tried, I’ve never been able to rid myself of all hypocrisy. So Jesus’ death on the cross was him paying off on my behalf, what I’d never be able to pay myself. That’s really good news to me. The best thing about being a Christian is that I’m forgiven for all of my failings- not just my hypocrisy.
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