Luke 13:22-30 GVIC Sunday 7 March 10 at 5pm

I want  share 3 words or phrases to reflect on which occur in Luke 13:22-30. 

Strive : make effort, be determined.

Kingdom of God : it is about God’s rule and God’s power. What does a King do ? He rules and people obey. The Kingdom of God is about the rule and power of Jesus.

Rescued : when we think of rescue we often think of the beach when someone is in trouble with swimming. People can throw them a lifebuoy. This is something to save them from danger. One of the great themes of the Bible is that God rescues us from the danger of sin. He does this through Jesus who forgives us by dying on the Cross for our sins.
Sermon Outline 

Introduction :   Have you ever ran for  a bus and missed it ? It is terrible.  If you are late and miss a bus sometimes you have to wait a long time. It is much better to be early for a bus than to be late.  Today Jesus is teaching us that we must be sure and certain that we have accepted his invitation for heaven and don’t leave it too late or we may miss out ! Look at v24 Strive to enter through the narrow door. You have to be certain and not be late for Jesus and heaven. If you are late you will miss out.
Jesus has been teaching what the Kingdom of God is like – he is showing people what God is like and how to enter the Kingdom of God and be friends with Jesus and be sure that you are going to heaven. 

In this story someone asks a big question : Lord will only be a small number of people being rescued ?. They want to know if many people will get to heaven or only a few. 

Jesus speaks about the narrow door which reminds us of another story which Jesus told in Matthew 7:13-14. Let me show you some flannelgraph.  There are 2 ways in life . One way is a narrow road which leads to eternal life and it is hard but the broad road looks good and seems easy but it is going to destruction. There is only one way to be sure that we are on the narrow road , the road which leads to eternal life and that is through faith in Jesus. Now we know that salvation is a gift but Jesus says we have to make every effort. We can’t be slack. To follow Jesus takes self-denial where we say no to selfishness or laziness. Maybe we don’t feel like going to church or serving God in some way ! Laziness in the Christian life is a sign that you are not holding onto God’s grace which is his free gift of forgiveness !

In v25 Jesus gives an example of someone who doesn’t strive or make every effort. They must be lazy and get to the gate or door too late. The owner has gone to bed. They knock outside the door and plead with the owner to open the door but the owner says I don’t know you or where you come from ?   

Jesus needs to recognise your voice, he needs to know you. Being friends with Jesus is a gift and it takes effort and a lifetime to develop. Are you developing that friendship with Jesus now ?
In v26 the people say that we ate and drank in the streets but they didn’t really know them. I met the Premier of WA once – Geoff Gallop but we weren’t close friends – I knew his name but not much else. Many people know about Jesus , they know his name but they don’t develop the relationship any further.

IN v27 Jesus further says :_ “away from me evil doer”.  These people hadn’t allowed Jesus to change their lives. They didn’t really know Jesus because they had not opened their lives for Jesus to impact them
IN v28 Jesus says that many people will be sad – there will be weeping. IN life if people ignore Jesus and then they realise that they will be missing out on heaven they are upset. IT is sad the know about Jesus but not give him your best and not allow him to come into your life and change your life !

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were in the kingdom, and all the prophets but some of the Jews listening missed out. It is a great shock because they should have known Jesus but they took him for granted.

Have you ever had a friendship where you didn’t show loyalty or respect or didn’t spend time with the friend and you lost the friendship. You have to work at friendships. In the end it shows that if you don’t care about the friendship you haven’t got one.
But God is not hard because in v29 we hear that people from north, south, east and west will take their place at the feast in the kingdom of heaven. That means that people from the nations will come to faith in Jesus. I hope you like food because there is going to be great feasting in heaven. V30 indicates that there will be surprises in heaven because unlikely people will get in because they cried out to Jesus for forgiveness and they received him and then this affected how they lived.

I watched a movie about a man from Turkey who drank and beat his wife . He was a bad man in the way he treated his wife and children. He hated himself for what he did to his family. He kept crying out to God for help to stop drinking and to stop treating his wife badly. Jesus came to him in a dream and said that he – Ali belonged to Jesus. IT took time but this man gave his life to Jesus and slowly he started to change and treat his wife and children with respect and get rid of the alcohol. It shows that Jesus is powerful and if you call out to Jesus He will answer and help you. Pray to him today.
God is calling people from all over the nations – Lebanese, Iranians, Vietnamese, Sri Lankans, and all people everywhere and everyone because he loves all people. He is calling us to Himself today. That is why he died on the Cross for our sins and rose from the dead to forgive us and make us His friends. He is calling other people in this community. If you know Jesus then you need to work hard and invite your friends so they can come to know this love of Jesus and be his friend also !
Let us pray.
Opportunity to share

Let me share a special invitation I once received ? 

I was invited to a special party for Australia day at the Ambassador’s house in Jakarta in Indonesia. It was a privilege to go.

Have you every had an invitation for  special event or party ?
The best invitation you can ever get is the invitation to join Jesus in heaven. Have you accepted this invitation ?
