Luke 12:13-34

An American study has found that 50% of Christians consider money to be the primary indicator of success and 19% believe that they can tell how successful a person is by examining what they own. And I think that if we have the same study here in Australia we will not be too far off these statistics. therefore if we think that this passage tonight is not relevant to us we are wrong.
This passage is very relevant to us because for most people in Australia the main priority in life is to attain enough money to live the good life and some people in this world will do anything to attain enough money.
Some time go some people were asked what they would do in exchange for two million dollars. This was they answer: 25% said they would be willing to abandon their families, 23% said they would become prostitutes for a week, 16% would leave their spouse, 3% would put their kids up for adoption. People will do anything to attain money. 
And we can see in this passage tonight that for money this two brothers could stop talking to each other. We read in this passage that Jesus was in the middle of a sermon teaching his disciples and the people to fear God alone, When he is suddenly interrupted by a men who is dissatisfied over what he consider to be an unfair division of his father's estate. And he said to Jesus in verse 13 Teacher tell my brother to divide the inheritance with him. This man demanded from Jesus for a decision on what would be a fair division of the estate. 
But Jesus answer in verse 14 was not the answer this man expected. Jesus says man who made me a judge or an arbitrator over you? Jesus refuses to be sidetracked from his mission of seeking and saving the lost. he knew that this family feud over inheritance was only a symptom of a greater problem greed.
Greed is something we all struggle with. Greed is dangerous it leads us deeper into the heart of sin, before we know it, we not only surrounded by sin but we live in it as well. Brothers and sisters greed is costly, it's not a cute little sin that just sits there being harmless, It's robs, steals, kills destroys all that we hold precious. That's why Jesus in verse 15 says watch out! be on your guard against all kinds of greed a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.
And we see that Jesus does not get discouraged by this men request, Instead Jesus seized the opportunity and turned this interruption into a teachable moment through the use of a parable. The parable of the rich fool. In this parable we see that the rich men used his three favorite words over and over again, Me, Myself and I. He showed that he was first and foremost self-centered.
When I read this parable I thought that Jesus was talking about my brother in law. I worked for him for eleven years and in this eleven years I never got a pay rise. February last year he called me in his office and said Dino business is slow down I need to make some cuts and one of the cuts will be on salary. So I have to cut your salary of a few thousand dollars per year, I was not happy about it but I needed the job so I had to except it. Well friends the day after he come to work with a bred new motorbike, I no longer work for him.
The good life caused this man and my brother in low to ignore eternity and eternal values. They have become self centered. That's why God won't tolerate greed. and God's hatred of greed is expanded on in several places in the new testament. in Mark 7 Greed comes from an evil heart. And the apostle Paul adds to this when he says that greed is a result of arrogantly refusing a knowledge of God. This what Paul has to say about greed in Romans 1 verse 28-29 furthermore since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of god, he gave over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. they eve become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed, and depravity.
When our hearts are focused like this man in the story on ourselves we store our treasures in the wrong place. That's why Jesus used the word fool in verse 20 to describe this man. In the scripture a fool is a man who leaves god out of any consideration and psalm 14 verse 1 states this the fool has said in his heart there is not god.
Brothers and sisters what I ask you tonight don't be like this man and focus our life on earthly possessions. But let focus our life on how to seek God kingdom. You may ask how do I go about seeking God Kingdom. Well first the Bible say that we must seek God with all our hearts body and soul. Second, believe that God exist, if you have doubt about God existence just look around at all his creation. The bible says the havens declare the glory of God and the sky above proclaim his handiwork. Third seek God through prayers. Alex preached about prayer a few weeks ago. 

But not this kind of prayer. I quote: “ Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray my new PC to keep. I pray my shares are on the rise. I pray my cordless phone still works, and my microwave won't radiate, or my house won't depreciate. I pray my health club doesn't close, and that my money market grows. If I go broke before I wake, I pray my Beemer they won't take. 

Instead ask for God blessings, Thank him for your life, your family ,your kids, Ask God to to come in your life , as J Johns says ask God to be the driver of your life. Ask god to bless you with the Holy spirit. God knows we need things like food, cloths, shelter, and that is why Jesus said seek my kingdom and all those things will be added to you, commit your hearts to me and you find your heart's desire.
And Jesus in the second part of the parable remains the disciples and us of this, Verse 22 and 23 Jesus says therefore I tell you do not worry about your life, what you eat or about your body what you wear. Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes.
You may say but he is not talking to us he is talking to his disciples. well we are his disciples because we chosen to follow Jesus.
And Jesus in verse 33 tells us another way how to seek god kingdom. He says sell your possessions and give to the poor. he is not telling us to sell everything, but We should spend some time and go through our garage or house and see what we need and what we don't need, and what we don't need can help others in need. Or we should take some time and look at our budget. Is the Kingdom of God getting what it deserves? Or are we shortchanging God on what rightfully belongs to Him. What Jesus saying , be generous to others because God has been generous to you.
Brothers and Sisters as I said before greed is dangerous therefore let together combat it. I can think of four ways we can combat Greed
1 If we been greedy in the past we must repent
2 Let us put on the harmer of God against greed, Ephesians 6 verse 11 says put on the full armor of god so that you can take stand against the devil's schemes. What this verse is saying that only by having God in our life we can combat greed.
3 Let us build our life on the Rock which is JESUS.
4 Let us build our treasures in Heaven where no thief comes near, by be rich toward God
Only the spiritual treasure of Jesus Christ will help us change our way we leave. Therefore we must have JESUS in our life's and allow him to change our heart and soul so that through him we can seek God kingdom
in conclusion
do not allow your possessions to possess you. Jesus says in verse 34 For where your treasures is, there your heart will be also. Do not miss out on the true blessings of fellowship with God and his church. view your possessions through the eyes of Christ. someone has well said the man who has not money is poor, the man who has only money is poorer still. don't let the worldly illusion of material success lead you down the path to a empty life and an eternity without Jesus Christ.
