Luke 11:33-12:3 Beware Hypocrisy

We’re doing a 7-part series on ‘Following Jesus’. What does it mean to follow Jesus? In the last 5 Sundays, we’ve learnt that following Jesus means to deny ourselves. It means to introduce others to Jesus. It means to love our neighbours, even our enemy.It means to listen to him.It means to pray with God’s agenda Today’s Bible passage tells us that following Jesus also means ‘beware of hypocrisy’.
The topic today is ‘beware of hypocrisy’. This flows from the previous weeks. Following Jesus means to listen to him. But we also have to be careful how we listen. We have to listen such that Jesus’ teaching not only touches the surface, but goes deep into our hearts & minds & changes our lives. If it only touches the surface, we are being hypocritical.
One definition of hypocrisy is to claim to have admirable principles, beliefs, or feelings, when actually you don’t. You only pretend to do so. It’s as if we lead a double life. We’re insincere, or two-faced. We don’t walk the talk.
Sometimes we can’t see hypocrisy in people, until it becomes public. Last week, Des Campbell, once a police detective, was found guilty last week of marrying a widow for money then pushing her over a cliff. But perhaps the biggest news in the media last week was David Campbell. He resigned from his office as NSW Minister for Transport, after Channel Seven aired news of him coming out of a gay sauna. I notice that what many people find appaling is not necessarily the fact that he is gay, but the fact that he’s been leading a double life for 25 years. He’s married with children, but he’s kept his homosexuality secret from his family, & his colleagues & his electorate.
Now, one of the biggest questions many discuss is this: Is Campbell’s double life a private matter, or a public matter. Some say, Campbell’s double life is part of his private life, none of our business, of no interest to the public because it has nothing to do with his job, it doesn’t interfere with the exercise of his public life. But others say, there’s another side to this man’s life which has been kept under wraps for 25 years. What else is in the closet? His double life makes him vulnerable to blackmail by various interest groups. Is a minister’s double life totally a private matter, or a public matter? The debate is still raging. What does Jesus have to say about this, to us who follow him?
I think what Jesus has to say is that if we follow him, there should be no such thing as double life. If we follow him, then our private life affects our public life & the other way around.

Jesus is using ‘the eye’ as an illustration to talk about the basic character of the person who listens to his teaching & responds to him & follows him.His teaching is like a light, & it’s clear to all who wants to follow him. It’s not as though Jesus has come to cover up the truth.He’s actually come to disclose the truth. The truth is to be disclosed, to be made known. “No-one lights a lamp only to put it in a cellar; instead, it is put on the lampstand, so that those who enter may see its light.His teaching is like a light to a dark world, as we listen to his teaching, we see the light. Now, we see with our eye. 

Jesus teaches, Your eye is the lamp of the body. When your eye is clear towards others, your whole body is full of light; but when your eye is evil, then your body is dark. See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness. If, therefore, your whole body is full of light, with no part dark, it will be as full of light as when the lamp shines out brilliantly upon you.”
We see the light of Jesus’ teaching through our eye & it affects our whole body. But Jesus is not talking about our physical body here. He’s talking about our whole person, our character, both private & public. He says, See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness.
Our response to Jesus’ teaching affects our whole character, our whole life. As we see the light of Jesus’ teaching, & we follow him, it’s as if there’s a light that is turned on within us. As we see the light of Jesus’ teaching, our whole life becomes full of light.The key is our eye, how we listen to Jesus’ teaching. If we see it clearly, the light won’t touch the surface only, but it becomes the light within us, it goes deep into our hearts & minds & changes our lives. If it only touches the surface, or if we don’t listen to Jesus, or ignore it, says Jesus, we are hypocrites, we’re left in darkness.
Sometimes we can’t see hypocrisy, until it becomes public. But Jesus is God in flesh. Notice, in the Bible passage today, the authority by which Jesus speaks these condemnations to the religious leaders of his day. He speaks with God’s authority. We can’t see hypocrisy, until it becomes public. But nobody can fool Jesus. He sees everything.

For example, the religious leaders in Jesus’ day added extensive rules & traditions in every area of life to the word of God & they made a big deal of observing these rules & traditions. You may have seen one of these instructions on washing hands properly in public toilets. Nothing in comparison to the Pharisees’ rules: they developed 7 full pages of fine print on how to wash your hands. The problem is, God never intended to make such a big deal out of washing hands. The problem is, says Jesus, you spend too much time on the little things, that you miss the big picture, like justice & the love of God. It is a terrible thing when religious practice becomes an end in itself and neglects relationships with people and relationship with God. You can write rules to appear clean, but those rules do not necessarily reveal what really counts: the heart, what’s inside. Therefore, says Jesus, give attention to the inside, and you will find that all things are clean for you.
See, if you don’t follow Jesus, your eye doesn’t see the light. If your eye doesn’t see the light, then the light within you is darkness. If the light within you is darkness, then you may say you follow Jesus, but your public life doesn’t match your private life. Who you appear to be, doesn’t match who you are inside. 
Jesus clearly sees that those leaders were the exact opposite to how they saw themselves. They believe they possess the key of knowledge. But in fact, they are an obstacle to truth. Not only do they not enter through the door, but they stop others from getting in.They make so many rules that became such a burden for people, that they cannot see God’s grace & mercy & love.They believe they teach people how to live clean for God.But in fact, says Jesus, you are the ones who make them dirty before God.You’re teaching them to not believe in me, says Jesus, while I’m the only one who can make you really clean!

I think Jesus is saying: If we follow him, then our private life cannot be separated from our public life. They are closely connected.Who we are in appearance, must correspond to who we are inside; Who we are in public life, must correspond to who we are in private. Otherwise, we are hypocrites.
Jesus has some strong words for hypocrites, doesn’t he? These words are both for those who accuse him of being evil, & those who listen & listen & listen, but refuse to hear what he’s saying. Instead they keep playing for time, putting up obstacles, I’ve got another question, give us a sign, let me see if I can trick you, & never actually grasping hold of what it is that he has to say. 

If we will not engage, the whole of our spiritual perception, asking God to speak, taking care how we listen, obeying what we hear, says Jesus, then our whole life will become dark. 

The issue Jesus is talking about here is far more serious than mere physical damage. Jesus is speaking about heaven & hell. Of eternity in judgment, of the possibility of forgiveness, of life & death, of good & evil, & Jesus says, if we’re given the opportunity to listen to him, the gospel, & if we reject that opportunity, or if we decide that we simply will not listen with sort of a cynical disposition, to refuse to act on what we hear, then he says, we are rejecting what is good & our whole life will be filled with evil. 

Let me ask you: how do you plan to listen to God’s word? Will you listen to God’s word with real care? Will you weigh it? Will you consider deeply? Will you look into his death & resurrection & all of this teaching in the Bible, & look into thoroughly? And as you look into it, will you ask God to fill your whole life with light?

When was the last time as you listened to God’s word, that God spoke to you in such a way to change you? All of you believe that the Bible is God’s word, & you expect God to speak through to it. When was the last time as you listened to God’s word, that God spoke to you in such a way to change you? Or do you just read the Bible & quickly switch off & do something else, & not actually allow it to penetrate?

“Beware of the ‘yeast’ of the Pharisees, which spells hypocrisy.
He says hypocrisy is like ‘yeast’, of which you only need a little bit & it’s enough to change the whole dough. Last year I started making my own pizza from scratch. Some of you have tasted it. I’ve learnt pizza is much better (& cheaper) if you make it yourself. When I make pizza, I use some flour, water, sugar, salt, & just two teaspoons of yeast, then I wrap the dough with a cling wrap for about 15 minutes in room temperature, before I start rolling it. Now, once I mix the yeast into the flour, I can’t see the yeast, but I know from the result that the yeast worked through the whole dough. That’s how hypocrisy is like, says Jesus. If we are being hypocritical, people may not be able to see it in us, but our hypocrisy will slowly change our life, it will change our family, it will change the whole community. In fact, at the end of the day, on the last day, when Jesus comes to judge the world, all hypocrisy will be made public, says Jesus.
There is nothing that has been concealed that will not in the future be revealed, and nothing secret that will not be made known. So, whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in the privacy of your home will be proclaimed from the housetops.
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