Have you ever been involved in a harvest?

The fields are full of wheat or corn, the tree’s packed with fruit or the vines hanging low with tomatoes or grapes. When you see the fields or trees or vines before the harvest has started you can sense the value that it contains, you can also sense the effort that will be needed to turn ripe produce into usable food. The product is ready and waiting to be picked, to be stored, to be sold and to be consumed. But unless the farmer actually makes a start and organises labour and equipment the harvest will be ruined, it will become of no value. The farmer rarely harvests on his own. He gets help from others to harvest the crop. He does all the hard work of preparing the soil, sowing the seed, caring for the crops but when it comes time to harvest he needs help, because there is a lot of work to do in a short time. Helping the farmer harvest the crop is a hard job, it is an important job and it has its rewards ?

In this passage Jesus isn’t talking about a harvest like we are familiar with. 

After this, the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them on

before him in pairs into all the cities and towns where he was

about to go. He said to them, “The harvest is large, but the

workers are few; therefore, beg the Lord of the harvest to send

out workers into his harvest
The harvest Jesus is talking about is us, you and I , humanity, people all over the world, our family, our friends, our neighbours, our workmates. It is not a harvest of material things like food, it is a spiritual harvest when people get to hear the message  of Jesus and make a choice to either follow him or not to follow him. We will look at this in more detail later on. This spiritual harvest, this harvest of people is very similar to a normal harvest. The crop does not collect itself, the apples don't fall into the boxes on their own, the wheat doesn't make its way into the silo, no the harvest of people relies on people like you and I , people called by Jesus to work for him. These people have to actively go out and tell the world about Jesus, this is the harvest.
  Go on your way. But watch out—I send you like lambs into the midst of wolves
Is the harvest going to be easy?

I have never actually been involved in a harvest but the closest thing I have done is to help prune and weed a plantation of lycee trees, I lasted 2 days and then gave up. It was in central Queensland, it was hot, humid and very physically demanding and I was a lazy 17 year old who would rather be at the beach or reading. As I said I only lasted 2 day's then I quit. By giving up I lost a couple of days pay no big deal. What about when we stop doing Jesus work?
So is the harvest Jesus talking about going to be easy. No it isn’t. Jesus tells us that he is sending us out like lambs among wolves. That sounds pretty scary, lambs don’t last very long amongst wolves unless they have protection. Well we do have protection the lambs have the shepherd to care for and protect them from the wolves, from the enemy. Who is the wolf, Satan is the wolf. Why does Jesus want us to be like lambs. Well in the following verses  we see that Jesus wants us to rely on him for our strength and our success and our survival. A lamb needs the rest of the flock and of course the shepherd to protect it and help it to survive. Who is the shepherd, Jesus is the shepherd, he is called in other parts of the Bible the good shepherd. Jesus will protect the lambs from the wolves. Jesus will protect us from the evil one.
 Verses 4 to 15 talk about a set of rules for the harvest worker. This is not a set of instructions for us to follow but rather it indicates the attitude we should take. Jesus tells them not to take a wallet, money, spare clothes or shoes. Now this is really harder than you think. What is your natural instinct ?, do you go on a holiday without packing clothes and making sure you have your passport and cash, do you start a long journey in your car without having it serviced and making sure you have a spare tyre. Do you go on a picnic without enough food. No we naturally want to make sure we have enough provisions, food, money, security, shelter etc. And this is Ok but our biggest problem is that we don't know when to stop preparing and when to start taking action, often we spend our whole lives preparing for something but never actually end up doing anything, never actually taking any action. We find it hard to let God take over control and allow him to work in our lives, we want to be our own masters. Jesus gives these commands to ensure the disciples recognise that God was the source of their success, not their own preparation sand planning
Firstly we must rely of God for our strength not on our own strength such as earthly wealth and wisdom. Secondly we are to focus on spreading the message of Jesus. We need to focus on this and not be distracted by the many things the world will send to slow, distract and delay us. These distractions can be on face value important but in reality when compared to the task given us by God they are of no value. We must always prioritise God first and all other things second.
  “The one who listens to you, listens to me; and the one who

rejects you, rejects me. But the one who rejects me, rejects the

One who sent me.”
This is reassuring. I don’t know about you but I don’t like being rejected by people. I think that we naturally want to be accepted by all people, we want to be included and part of  a group, family, or society. When we tell people about Jesus one of two things will happen. 1 they will believe or 2 they will not believe. We are not to take this personally, as an attack against us. They are not rejecting you or me, no they are rejecting the one who sent us, Jesus. We need to remember this and not take it to heart and become afraid or hurt. Jesus swill deal with these people in his own time.

 The seventy returned joyfully, saying, “Lord, even the

demons submitted to us in your name!”
The disciples returned to Jesus from their mission full of excitement. They had been successful. The sick had been healed, demons cast out and people had believed. This is great but Jesus gives them a gentle reminder and a warning
And he said to them, “I was watching Satan fall, like

lightning from the sky. See, I have given you authority to trample

over snakes and scorpions and every power of the enemy, and

absolutely nothing will harm you. But rejoice not so much that

the spirits submit to you, but that your names have been written

in heaven.” 
We must remember that our reward is not to see these things happen and not to  be able to cast out demons or to heal the sick, though Jesus does allow these to happen, rather our reward is having salvation, eternal life. Having our names written in heaven. This means we will be with God for eternity. Not because we could cast out demons or heal but because we believed in Jesus and acted on his instructions and acting in faith.

Some of you may feel that I am not able to do these things. I am not smart enough, strong enough, I cant communicate clearly, I don’t have enough courage, I don’t have the faith to do what Jesus asks. But again Jesus reassures us. On our own we cannot so what he asks us to do , but when we say we are willing to do what he wants in his strength then he will use us to achieve his will. Each of us here tonight is special. Many people who are highly intelligent, educated, wealthy, powerful even royalty have sought out God, sought out the truth, looked for Jesus but do not understand his message. Many hear the message and reject it, reject Jesus. They do not understand what is at stake, what Jesus has done for us. But you and I are special
At that very time, he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I

thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have

hidden these things from the wise and intelligent, and have

revealed them to children. Yes, Father, because this was how it

pleased you to do it. 
We have been shown the message, the gospel of Jesus and we have understood it and accepted it. Jesus has allowed us to be his followers when others have failed to accept and believe. Dont feel that as a Christian you are less than others , you are second class inferior, no you are chosen by the living God.
All things have been handed over to me by

my Father, and no-one knows who the Son is, except the Father;

or who the Father is except the Son, and all those to whom the

Son decides to reveal him.”

And turning to his disciples, he said to them privately,

“Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I tell you that

many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see, but never

did; and to hear what you hear, but never did.” 
Jesus reaffirms our special status. Kings and prophets want to know and understand but cannot, yet we can, praise God. It doesn’t matter who you are, how much money you have, how much of an education you have, what your life has been like in the past, your weaknesses or your strengths. God has chosen you to know his son Jesus Christ. He also wants you to work for him in the harvest field to tell others  of the wonderful message of forgiveness, mercy, and love that leads to everlasting relationship with God. We can have this today, right now.
Let us pray
