John 8:12-18 & 9:1-7 Light and Darkness

Introduction:  one day the preacher was in his church office and one of the officers came to talk with him in his study. He said Pastor – we don’t want you to talk so plainly about sin because if our boys and girls hear you talking so much about sin they will more easily becomes sinners. The minister went to a cupboard and brought a small bottle which said rat Poison. He said suppose I take off this label and put on some milder label such as Peppermint Flavouring. Don’t you see what will happen ? The milder you make the label the more dangerous you make the poison.  In this passage Jesus by his very person exposes the sin of the religious leaders who want to kill him and he also warns people that He alone can give them light so they don’t have to walk in the darkness of sin.  Jesus says in John 8:12 I am the light of the world. IT is an incredible claim. He is saying that he is the one who an show us the true path of life and help us to turn away from the darkness of sin ! As we think about Jesus being the light of the world who can lead us out of darkness there are many who recognise that western society is morally bankrupt and very dark. Billy Graham the famous preacher  comments that the Bible’s law of sowing and reaping is happening before our eyes because our modern society is the unhappy possessors of a harvest of moral depravity and we seek in vain for a cure. The weeds of indulgence have overgrown the wheat of restraint. Jesus is the light of the world who can call us out of darkness. As Graham says we need to call out to Jesus like Psalm 139:23 – Search ,me o God and know my heart. If your car needs fixing you don’t go to a plumber. It is logical that if this society is sick we go to Jesus the light of the world and our creator. Let us look to Jesus who is the light of the world who can lead us out of darkness.

1.Growing Hate and Anger at Jesus:  familiarity breeds contempt is an old saying. It can happen that the more you spend time with people the more people you can find fault and they with you – this is why we have to grow in being gracious..  The Pharisees have had more exposure to Jesus and are growing increasingly agitated with Jesus. In John 7:45-52 we learn that the Jewish religious leaders want to get rid of Jesus. They do not like his claims. In John 7:37-38 he said that streams of living water will come from Him. He is claiming equality with God – He is God the Son. In 8:12 Jesus’ statement to be the light of the World is a claim to be equal with God the Father. In the OT when God appeared to Moses in the burning bush He said I am who I am. He is claiming that he doesn’t depend on anyone, that he can’t be controlled. This is where we get the name Jehovah or Yahweh in the Bible. Jesus by saying I am the light of the world is taking up this claim. He is the second person of the Trinity – Father , Son and Holy Spirit. He is claiming to be God the Son and so has the authority to tell us what to do !  Further Jesus says that whoever follows him will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life. Just as light guides us so we can see in a room Jesus Himself guides us into the truth about God and helps us to not walk in darkness but to stay away from sin. We must understand that without Christ we are in darkness and sin  Eph 5:8 says it is only as the power of the Cross of Jesus forgives and cleanses us that we can begin to follow Jesus. The word “follows” is a word which means “Keeps on following.” To follow Jesus is not a one off decision, it is a life long decision. Christians follow Jesus through reading the Scriptures which help us to know Jesus better. We also follow Jesus with the help of other Christians because we need encouragement and faith to keep following Jesus. You can’t follow Jesus alone !

2. You need witnesses to prove your case: when Jesus says all this the Pharisees challenged him back that he needs witnesses to back his case. In the OT God provided for the establishment of justice that there needs to be more than one witness – see  Jesus in v14-17 says that his witness is himself and the Father. He is saying that His witness is valid because he has come from the Father. This is valid because  Jesus has claimed to be the light of the world and there are plenty of miracles to confirm that he is from God – the feeding of the 5000, the lame man healed, evil spirits cast out. Jesus performs miracles which God does and these demonstrate that he is the light of the world and has the father’s authority. Further a bit later Jesus heals the man born blind and as he does this he states again that He is the light of the world. Jesus light is shining in the miracles he performs. So His witness is himself and the Father who sent him.

3. Sin and illness – it was commonly held in Jesus day that if you had a  disease or a  disability such as blindness this was because of your own sin or your parents. 9:1.  Jesus says : no they are not automatically connected. In this case the situation of this man is rather an opportunity for God’s glory or greatness to be displayed ! v3. Or course misfortune can come upon us because of disobedience to God – In a very interesting case in 1 Cor 11:27-32 Paul says that some people have become sick and died because they have eaten the bread and drank the cup in an unworthy manner. It is like they think because I have communion and do religion it is  an insurance policy from the Lord. So when a disaster happens to someone it should not automatically be assumed that God is punishing you.  At these times we should seek the Lord and ask him if there is anything we need to change and then should be open to the Lord disciplining us to help us grow as Christians. But even when we have not had some disaster the teaching of Jesus being the light of the world is a reminder that all of us walk in the darkness of sin, it is like we are blind and cannot see spiritual things at all and it is  only the person and light of Jesus that shows us what life is about and gives us power to turn away from darkness and believe in Jesus !

4. Doing God’s Work:  Jesus connects his statement that He is the light of the world and the healing of the man born blind with the need for all Christians to be involved in God’s work at some level. In v4 he says that as long as it is day which means the present opportunity which God has given us. This refers to gift of life we have. We have been created by God for God. One of the great playwrights once said that he wished that life was a dress rehearsal so that he could live his life the first time make mistakes and then have another chance to correct those mistakes. We are on stage immediately. We are given one life and God expects us to be involved in serving Him. The term he uses is “must”. We must do God’s work. We know from John’s Gospel that the first aspect of God’s work is to believe – John 6:29 to believe  in the one God sent and that is Jesus. Within the Bible true faith always leads to action. James calls it faith and works – James 1:22-5. I think that this is one of the great challenges we have living in our society. One of the ways in which we are taught in this society is to be a consumer. Society produces products which we can purchase and own. This attitude is often carried over to the church – people can see church as a product to be used and received without seeing their responsibility to be involved in service. Listen to Eph 2:8-10.  An obvious step in this process is to be regular in church fellowship so you can get to know Jesus better. As you grow in your faith you can be involved in simple ways of serving the Lord and this involves – welcoming new people, being involved in the services, serving the poor and needy. We live in a society which encourages us to be takers but God turns us into people who are givers or contributors.

Conclusion : it must be remembered that these events took place around Jerusalem and the temple. The feast of booths or tabernacles had just been held. The Jews were reminded that they had journeyed from Egypt to Canaan and gave thanks to God for the productivity of the land.  During that time the people were guided by a great pillar of light from God. Jesus is alluding to this light or fire from God. Further at this feast there were 4 huge torches which were lit and provided light for the temple and were a reminder that God is the source of light and life. In John 1:4-5 John reminds us that Jesus is the light and so contains life for men. As Jesus identifies himself as the light of the world he is revealing his glory and his greatness – his healing of the man born blind is one aspect of him revealing his glory. The greatest way that Jesus reveals his glory is through his death on the Cross -  in John 12:23-24 Jesus speaks of a seed falling to the ground and dying and so speaks of his death as the way he is glorified. At the Cross you see Jesus as the light of the world because his death brings life to men so that when they repent of sin and believe they are taken out of darkness and sin and brought into God’s kingdom.  Jesus on the Cross is the light of the world and the key for Christian living. Ask God to reveal himself more fully to you at the Cross and praise Him for His cross and the glory and light He shows !
