John 11:17-27 & 38-44 GVIC 31 Oct 10

Introduction : with Indonesia being on the news with the Tsunami and the volcanic eruption I have been thinking about some pictures which a friend gave me. When I was in Jogjakarta I climbed up the temple at Borrobodir. IT was magnificent to climb up and to have the temple explained which was built in the 8-9th C.  My friend gave me an aerial shot which gave me a different perspective that I couldn’t have got being on the ground.  In life our perspective is usually limited. We can’t see the future  & we can’t see all the facts. In John 11:1 ff we learn that Lazarus was sick and eventually died. We learn that Jesus loved him yet had delayed two more days where he was. Why is Jesus taking so long ? Don’t we have this experience with our faith at times when we wonder : Lord what are you doing ?  The perspective of the resurrection that Jesus is the one who holds the power over life and death reminds us that this life is not the end. So many people bank all their hopes on this life. They have no perspective on eternity. They have invested in the short term. The resurrection of Lazarus is a reminder that we need to invest in the long term. Death is not the end. People who have faith in Jesus have an eternal future. This should raise your spirits. IT should stir up joy and encouragement in your heart ! Too many of us have a limited perspective on life. We need to read this story in the Bible we need to read the rest of the Bible and allow the Lord to enlarge our perspective so we begin to see things from God’s point of view. Of course we can’t see and know everything only God can do that. But our perspective can be strengthened with hope and optimism because Jesus is the Lord over death. He is the God who raises the dead. This gives hope to our lives ! Let me share some points from John 11.

1.The honesty of Martha: in v21-22 Martha said if you had been here my brother would not have died. Given the context it seems that she is expressing regret that Jesus had not come as soon as he could. In v22 she expresses faith that God the Father listens to Jesus but her faith is up and down. Listen to v39  Isn’t that like us - we vacillate  - one minute we are strong in faith and the next we waver. One of the wonderful things with Jesus is that you can be honest. We must not be irreverent or give up on Jesus but when there is fear and doubt we need to be honest. IT is easy in church circles to try on the surface to act strong so that it appears we have it all together.  IT is easy to do this and people are not trying to be deceptive but are struggling.  Many of the Psalms reveal honesty – Psalm 22:1-2. But what is encouraging is that the Psalmists don’t give up on God - they keep working at their faith. At the end of the Psalm 22:27 the Psalmist by facing his fears and doubts and talking to God has worked through the problems. Listen to the father whose son has an evil spirit. Jesus says that everything is possible for he who believes and then in Mark 9:24-5 says I do believe, help my unbelief.  Coming to God honestly with your fears and doubts provides an opportunity to grow because you can face them and move on. If you are always trying to put on a brave face that you have it altogether it is hard to grow. Being honest with God also extends to being honest with other Christians so you can pray for each other. Listen to James 5:16. Having another Christian whom you trust and who doesn’t have a blabber mouth is an important way to grow because you can pray for your struggles and get prayer from other Christians to help you.

2. The emotions of Jesus : the humanity of Jesus is a very important truth. IT is important because Jesus is both fully God and fully man. As God he is not tainted by sin which is why His birth by the power of the Holy Spirit to the Virgin Mary is so important. Jesus didn’t inherit sin.  As a human Jesus can also represent us. The reason that we can escape God’s punishment and judgement which we deserve because of our sin is because Jesus as a human being has represented us and taken our place. This is the power of the Gospel. God is still pouring out his judgement on sinful human beings but rather than judge all people his judgement has fallen on Jesus only and then those who put their faith and trust in Jesus receive the benefits which his death brings – forgiveness of sins. As a human being Jesus experiences the full range of human emotions. In John 11:35 we are informed that Jesus wept.  Further in v33 Jesus is deeply moved in his spirit. Why is he weeping. Part of it would be human emotion about his friend Lazarus who had died but he also knows that he will raise him. Jesus is emotional and frustrated because he sees that people will not understand the significance of the miracle.  Jesus in v40 hopes that the Jews will see the glory of God and believe and follow him. Some of the Jews who saw the miracle put their faith in Jesus – see 45 but some of them went and told the Pharisees obviously not pleased with this turn of events. People can see miracles from God but it doesn’t mean they put their faith in Jesus and follow Him. Throughout the Gospels so many people misunderstand the death of Jesus on the Cross. IT is the old problem of the people seeing the sign but not seeing the significance. The miracles point to Jesus. The death and resurrection of Jesus points to the fact that He is Saviour and Lord and we must turn away from running our own life and put our faith in Him.

3. Jesus instructs Martha : Jesus was always breaking the religious rules of the Pharisees. Jesus always obeyed His Father but the religious leaders had added a great load of rules which made it burdensome for ordinary followers of God. Rabbis refused to instruct women but in this incident in v21-26 Jesus is teaching Martha about the significance of who he was and what he did. He had already come to the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus and instructed the women in John 10. This was a society where women were marginalised in the things of God and Jesus corrects this and says they are full disciples. One wonders that if in our society there is a great discouragement for men to take spiritual leadership.  IT is interesting that the experts in raising boys such as Steve Biddulph point out that there has been a gap in boys learning to take responsibility for themselves . This has been a product of fathers who have handed child raising over to women and then this flows over to the church where we have men who have never been taught to lead their family spiritually which is expressed in saying prayers at dinner, reading the Bible with their kids and their wives and talking about spiritual issues and applying it to life. This often gets left to the experts the priests but God wants all of us to grow spiritually in faith. He teaches Martha because he wants her to understand her faith. He teaches all of us because he wants us to grow in maturity. The role of a teacher or leader in the church is to instruct God’s people so they can teach their families and others. 

4. I am the resurrection and the life v25 this is the heart of the passage. I have taken many funerals in my life and while there is always something good I can say about people if they are without Christ there is no hope. I noticed that the Catholic church has decided to ban football songs in funerals. There has been a trend in funerals to play a football song because the person was a good supporter of South Sydney or of Manchester United. Alex Ferguson is great and Wayne Rooney is actually smart because he getting more money but apart from giving you some enjoyment they don’t teach you about life. In fact they often teach you what not to do.  The Bible in 1 Cor 15:26 says that the last enemy is death. Death came into the world because of sin. Romans 5:12. Jesus by raising Lazarus from the dead is showing that he has power over sin and death. He is showing that if he can raise Lazarus he can raise you. The resurrection of Jesus shows that he can deal with the enemy of death and your sin. V 25 says all it takes is simple faith. None of us are good enough to be saved through our own power. We need the Lord Jesus. Romans 5:5 when you put your faith in Jesus you are united with him so that the benefits of his death flow to you and the benefits of his resurrection flow to you. To put it simply if you are on Jesus’ team and he is the star player and wins the game for you you also win because you have joined his team.

Conclusion : I love the testimony of Mother Theresa. She was asked : Are you fearful of death ? She said how could I be because I will be going home.  Jesus is giving us the true perspective. Death is not the end. Those who put their faith in him have an eternal future. They can be confident that they will go to heaven now. We are not better than other people but we are simply taking advantage of what Jesus has done !  At the beginning of the message I spoke about having a view of Borrobodir which gave me a new perspective. For many people life is a maze in which they are lost and they can’t find their way out. They feel trapped but when they come to faith in Jesus the one who was raised from the dead and conquered death and sin He shows them the way out of the maze and that is to trust him and have your sins forgiven. You can’t earn it it is a gift. 
