John 10:7-18 GVIC Sun 24 Oct 10

Introduction: my father in law has been a sheep and wheat farmer all his life. A few years back when I was a relatively new son in law my father in law took me out on the farm to look at the sheep and we came across one sheep which was literally struck in mud and I got the call to go in and pull it out. It is not easy work and I got filthy. I think the father in law was testing me out to see what I was made of !  As we looked around the farm it was easy to see that  Sheep are not very smart, they follow other sheep and are easily scared.   Seeing this farm at work though very different from the period of Jesus is a reminder that being a shepherd is quite hard work and in Jesus’ day it could be quite dangerous  because the shepherd had to guard the sheep against wild animals  and thieves. Jesus teaches us about his identity and some very important truths for being a Christian. IN particular I want to examine the titles: I am the Good Shepherd, I am the gate, the thief and listening to the shepherd and other sheep.

1.I am the Good shepherd: the term I am the Good shepherd is a popular image of Jesus. We are reminded in Luke 15 of the shepherd who goes looking for the lost sheep and when he finds that sheep he joyfully puts the sheep on his shoulders and brings it home and rejoices. In the OT in Ez 34 God spoke about the shepherds who were the rulers of Israel. They basically cared for themselves and didn’t look after the sheep and allowed them to stray away. IN contrast Jesus comes and says that he is the Good shepherd and is not like the other leaders of Israel in the OT and including the current leaders who rejected Jesus. The word Good speaks of him being beautiful.  Jesus is wonderful. His character is loving and caring. IT is worth thinking about that Jesus is the good shepherd who cares for us and meets our deepest need which is forgiveness and friendship with God. Jesus doesn’t have to care for us but  the goodness of His character v11 defines that he lays down his life for the sheep. V17-18 help us to see that Jesus does this willingly. He doesn’t have to but does it because of His deep love for us. There is nothing in us to warrant God’s love. That gives us confidence because God’s love of us through Jesus is not dependent on us being good enough. The good shepherd is gracious – he loves us even though we have much sin and many faults. That is why He is beautiful !
2. I am the gate :Sir George Adam Smith who  was a great preacher told of the fact that one day he was travelling in the middle east and met a shepherd and his sheep. The shepherd showed him his fold into which the sheep came at night. There were four walls with a way in. Sir George said but where is the gate. The shepherd replied I am the door. He was not a Christian man but speaking from an Arab shepherd’s point of view. Sir George asked What do you mean by the door ? The shepherd said When the light has gone and all the sheep are inside I lie in the open space and no sheep ever goes out but across my body and no wolf comes in unless he crosses my body. Jesus is meaning that he is the one who protects his sheep both in the fold. It is interesting that he also takes them out to find pasture. Later on in John’s Gospel Jesus said I am the way the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father but by me. He was saying in another way that he is the only way to heaven. We have had Mary Mackillop being made a saint and that people are claiming that they have received help and miracles through Mary. That is wrong because all blessings come through the gate who is Jesus – Jesus is the gate, Jesus is the way, Jesus is the life. Further people cannot make other people saints we are made saints but the power of Jesus’ death on the Cross.

3. The Thief : this is the devil. He is real and he seeks to entice people to follow him and to ignore Jesus. The greatest way he does this is through  making suggestions through our mind such as you don’t need to go to church, or people don’t really care about you. It is interesting in this passage that v12 speaks about the wolf that comes and attacks the sheep. This is not the devil but people who are used by the devil to discourage people in their faith by spreading gossip or half truths or seeking to lead people astray. Jesus kept reminding Christians that the devil is real and that to defeat him we need to be strong in the Lord Eph 6:10 and as James said to resist him. TO defeat the devil we need Christian fellowship so we are strengthened by the word and are confident that at the cross the devil was defeated. I had an old friend of mine speak to me about the devil. I was going through a discouraging time feeling down and self-pity and he said omara you are like a person who hears a knock at the door and a man comes and stands at the door with a plastic gun and wants to rob your house and you let him and steal all your blessing even though he his power is limited. See it is what power you hand over to the devil. Jesus reminded us that greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world.

4. Listening to the Shepherd : people these days are so busy in their life and listening to so many voices that they often don’t have time to be still and listen to God. Psalm 46:10 reminds us that we have to be determined to quieten the other voices which want our attention and focus on the Lord. The Lord speaks primarily through his word and Spirit. As you listen to the Bible being taught and put your faith in Jesus you will have a greater sensitivity to the voice of Jesus.  In v14 we are encouraged that God knows us. I was watching a documentary about a man who was in a Nazi concentration camp and they had numbers tattooed on them and they were reduced to a number. God knows us by name and wants to have a relationship with us where we learn to listen and obey and follow up. He wants us to grow in maturity. Further he encourages us in v16 that we will listen to his voice. One of the great gifts when we become Christians is that we are given the Holy Spirit – Acts 2:38. The Spirit of God helps us to understand the things of God – 1 Cor 2:15. Of course the best place to discern the spirit of God is with other Christians. There is a Friday night Bible study and next year I hope we will start a weekday women’s Bible study. Be confident that those God calls will be able to listen to and hear his voice.

5. Other Sheep : when Jesus spoke this story he was speaking about the Jewish people but in v16 his mission is that other sheep – non Jews would come to know his love and forgiveness also. Jesus is still doing that today. He is reaching out to people who don’t know the Lord, people who are  lost sheep and he is calling them to himself. The wonderful thing is that he wants to use each of us to connect with people and invite them to church and to Jesus. There is nothing better than coming to faith in Jesus – that is what you were designed for ! Many people go around in life confused and dissatisfied because they have not found their purpose. They are looking for contentment and satisfaction in something other than Jesus. Serving Jesus in your life is the great calling ! There are people in this community whom Jesus is calling and he is using us to reach them. It is exciting , this is a privilege !

Conclusion : Why is Jesus so beautiful ? Because he calls us by name and he knows us and because he invites us to know him and he sees our every need. Why is Jesus so beautiful ? Because he is the door or the gate and when we go in we find protection and salvation and when we go out we find pasture and abundant life. Why is he so beautiful ? Because of his heart. He laid down his life for the sheep and died and suffered on the Cross to bring us life and a place in heaven, This saviour is beautiful and he deserves our love and obedience  ! Worship him today, praise Him tell him he is beautiful. Put your faith in Him today and repent of your sin !

