Acts 1:1-11  Green Valley International Church 13 June 2010 

Introduction : I read a wonderful good news story this week about a boxer called Damien Hooper. There are so many bad news stories. He is now at the AIS in Canberra training for the Youth Olympics in Singapore. He says that there was a cop who cared who turned him away from a bad life. He got into a bad crowd and starting stealing cars and went to juvenile detention.  A Constable Seng entered his life and encouraged him to come to the Police Citizen’s boy’s club and took an interest in him. Hooper says he trained him and showed him respect.  What was also wonderful is that despite the fact that Hooper slipped back into his old ways and  the policeman didn’t give up on him. We all need people who don’t give up on us. I hope some day I hear about Hooper going out and helping other kid’s who are vulnerable. Jesus had died, he had risen from the dead and he didn’t give up on his disciples despite the fact that they had failed him. Peter had denied him 3 times. The other disciples had run away. Acts 1:3 tells us that Jesus appeared to them over a period of 40 days . Further the book of Acts is the story of how the Lord Jesus is guiding his church. IN the book of Acts we learn that Jesus sent His Spirit to guide and empower his church. Jesus is with us now , He is guiding his church and He doesn’t give up on us ! Jesus can speak to you anywhere – He can speak to you at home by yourself, he can speak to you at school, he can speak to you at work, he can speak to you in unlikely places but there is something special about church and I don’t mean just the building. When God’s people gather together He speaks to his church gathered even more than individuals. 

1.Part Two of the Story : We recently saw Iron Man II.  I like sequels to see how the story develops. What will happen to Tony Stark ? Will he still continue to use his ability to help others ? In the Book of Acts Luke is giving us the sequel or Part 2 of the story which he started writing in the Gospel of Luke. The Book of Luke and the Book of Acts is written by  Luke under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and in 1:1 he speaks about what Jesus began to do and to teach. The implication is that the Lord Jesus will continue to work through His Holy Spirit and His church as he empowers them.  This is the sequel , this is part 2 of the story.  Back in Luke 24:45-47 we learn that the heart of the message is the cross of Jesus. The whole message of the NT reminds us that the death of Jesus is the message and the power so we can become a Christian. The greatest blessing which you can receive is forgiveness of sin. We are all sinners in different ways and all of us have disobeyed God and we all have ignored him. The Lord Jesus loves to forgive people to take away guilt and to give us peace. At the Cross we are loved, at the Cross we are forgiven, at the Cross we have peace ! But to receive this forgiveness from Jesus it is critical that we repent of sin. To repent means to turn from sin and to give control of your life to Jesus. To allow Jesus to take over the steering wheel. This is the best thing you can do in life because when we try to control our lives we often make bad choices and end up with big problems and in a mess. Following Jesus doesn’t mean we won’t have problems but we will have the Lord’s help with our problems. Related to preaching the Cross in Acts 1:3 is that Jesus spoke to them about the Kingdom of God. As you look through the book of Acts the disciples were preaching the Cross and the Kingdom of God.  What does it mean to preach the Kingdom of God ? A kingdom is a place where a King rules so when the disciples went out preaching they preached that Jesus is Lord and Boss and that people need to submit and accept that He is the King of their lives. Listen to Acts 2:36-38.
2. The power of the Holy Spirit if you go on a journey in a car you would be foolish to not fill your tank with petrol.  In Acts 1:4-5  Jesus told His disciples to stay in Jerusalem so they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit.  When you become a Christian, when you repent of sin and ask Jesus into your life you receive the Holy Spirit but Ephesians 5:20 says to keep on being filled with the Holy Spirit. We need to be sure that we have the Holy Spirit in our lives and we need to be confident that as we seek to follow Jesus we are not alone. Jesus promises us the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps you have been following Jesus but are feeling dry spiritually – it is good to ask Jesus afresh to refresh you with the Holy Spirit. There will be opportunity to get prayer after the service for any needs you have. It is normal when Christians meet together to pray for their needs. Luke 11:9,13 reminds us to ask and that God wants to give us the gift of the Holy Spirit.

3. The guidance of the Holy Spirit : in 1:6-7 the disciples ask Jesus about when He will restore the Kingdom of Israel. By that they mean when will God make Israel a strong nation politically again. Jesus basically says that this is not his focus. In v8 He says that when the Holy Spirit comes they will receive power to be witnesses to Jesus in Jerusalem, Judea and to Samaria and to the ends of the earth.  When the Holy Spirit comes upon people He gets them interested in helping other people outside of themselves. We live in a society which encourages us to be self-focused. If I think too much about myself I get depressed. Jesus encourages us to be concerned for other people who don’t know Him. Jesus asks us to be involved in the process of helping other people become Christians. That is one of the great ways the Holy Spirit guides us. But firstly the Holy Spirit will also guide us to grow in our faith to get to know Jesus better. He will help us understand the faith. One of the great prayers in the Letter of Ephesians 1:17-18 is  a prayer that we would get to know Jesus better, that is a prayer to pray for yourself each day. Then you can join the Bible study group on Friday night or Alex or myself or others members would be pleased to do one on one bible studies to help you grow in your faith.

Conclusion : Do you look forward to special events ? I have been looking forward to the world cup. Our church is going to put the Germany v Australia match on the big screen. In this passage Luke teaches us that there is something very big and important which he wants us to be looking forward to. In 1:10-11 after Jesus is taken up to heaven and a cloud hid him two angels appear and tell the  disciples that Jesus is going to come back. They are basically telling the disciples to get on with the job of calling people to become Christians but they are also building an expectation that to be prepared and look forward to the return of Jesus. Jesus is coming back and he wants us to be ready and the way we get ready is to be involved in His mission of helping other people become Christians and growing in our faith.
