There are many roadworks along Hoxton Park Rd, Cowpasture Road, along Hume Highway to Campbelltown. It can be a bit of a hassle, can’t it? You can’t go as fast as usual. You only have one lane. Some parts of Cowpasture now have two lanes, but for some good reason you can only drive on one lane. The other lane is blocked off for us. It’s not because they want to cause problems for us. There are some good reasons why they do that. We may not understand the reason, but we’re not the expert in building roads, are we? So when the expert says you are not to use that lane, we obey. Otherwise we get into trouble.
In our passage today, we see two questions asked by two of the closest disciples of Jesus, shortly before he died on the cross. Jesus answers these questions & it seems clear that he has two goals in mind. In his love for us, Jesus is determined to block off for us wrong paths/lanes & instill deep confidence in him. Block off wrong paths because nothing worse than thinking you’re on the right path, & discovering at the end of the road you’ve been on the wrong one all the time. 

But Jesus also wants to assure us of discipleship once he has gone. Jesus does not want you to be insecure like the average teenager waiting for their exam results, like the employee knowing that many colleagues are being laid off. He wants you & me to live confident & assured Christian lives.
Firstly, Jesus wants to block off the wrong lane of false assurance. My spiritual failure means that, on my own, heaven’s doors are locked to me. 

Heaven is denied to all who think that they can get in by their own effort. My spiritual failure means that I can never access heaven through my attempts. The stairway to heaven is blocked. I cannot better my way in, or barter my way in, or bluff my way in, or buy my way in.
This is true for those who have rejected Jesus. 33 "My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
The ‘Jews’ there represent all people who deliberately reject Jesus & refuse his offer of forgiveness. If Jesus is who he says he is, if he has come from heaven in order to die for our forgiveness, then if you’re cold, or luke-warm, or ignorant towards him, if you hold him at arm’s length & will not receive the offer of forgiveness that he brings, then there is no hope for me. The door of heaven is shut to me.
But here Jesus is not talking to those who reject Jesus, but to Peter, the chief disciple! And Peter has walked faithfully with Jesus so far. The point here is that even Peter, the chief disciple, cannot contribute anything towards his getting into heaven. And it seems that Peter has not grasped the point. 
36 Simon Peter asked him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus replied, "Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later." 37 Peter asked, "Lord, why can't I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you." 38 Then Jesus answered, "Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the cock crows, you will disown me three times!
Jesus is saying that the most ardent, devoted disciple has never earned access to God’s heaven. It took Peter so long to learn the lesson, didn’t it? Remember in the foot washing, 13:8? ‘Lord, you shall never wash my feet! I don’t want you saving me.’ Here he is, I will lay down my life for you.
And just several hours later, when Jesus was arrested, 18:10 Peter picks up the sword & chops off the ear of the high priest’s servant to stop Jesus being arrested & going to the cross. So all the way through the Gospel, Peter thinks he can do it without the washing of the cross. He can lay down his life in place of Jesus & he can defend Jesus from the cross. It’s only when he gets to the lonely courtyard, that he learns how weak he really is. He pretends he didn’t know Jesus. ‘I never knew the man!’ He disowns Jesus 3 times, just as Jesus said! 
Think of the last two months: You’re home with your family, you have an opportunity to demonstrate your love for Jesus, maybe to be patient with your child, or to say sorry to your wife, or to encourage your husband despite his failings; the opportunity passes & you have done nothing at all about it. ‘I never knew the man!’

At school, with a friend, an opportunity arises to stand up as a witness to Jesus, the opportunity passes & we have said nothing. ‘I never knew the man!’

At work, well you’ve been at the office for a few months now, at last a chance for you to stand for Jesus. ‘You’re not one of this man’s disciples, are you?’ ‘I am not.’
My Christian life is full of instances of spiritual failure. I’m no different to those Jews who originally denied Jesus &  disassociated themselves from him.
The Roman Catholic church made Mary MacKillop as the first Australian saint recently. I think it’s ironic. The official doctrine of the Roman system is that in order for me to achieve heaven, I need to add to my baptism, good works of my own. Isn’t that remarkable? For this passage is teaching us of Peter, the rock on whom the church is built, that he can contribute absolutely nothing.
But Jesus goes on. Verses 1-4 of chapter 14 are every bit a part of the answer to Peter’s question. I think dividing the chapter at this point is very unhelpful. Because Jesus has not finished answering Peter’s question! He goes on to say that access to heaven is absolutely guaranteed through his finished work on the cross. 

John 14:1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled [by your sinful failure]. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going."
In John’s gospel, whenever Jesus says, ‘I’m going to my Father’s house’, he always means his death on the cross & his resurrection. I don’t think he necessarily means there will literally be rooms in heaven, pink for the girls, blue for the boys. The girls get rooms full of all the clothes & shoes that she ever wants. The boys get rooms full of all the cars & tools & gadgets that he ever dreams of. No. What Jesus’s saying is that he’s going to blaze a trail to his Father. And that is achieved through his death on the cross.
The logic is really very simple. Because he’s gone to prepare a place for us in heaven, & he’s done the most difficult thing, therefore we can be absolutely certain that he will do the relatively easy thing, of coming to take us to be with him. 

That’s what makes Peter’s earlier statement, I will lay down my life for you. ‘Will you really? Will you really lay down your life for me, Peter? Ha ha ha..

So, then you & I, who cannot earn anything, give anything, offer anything, do anything for God, as we come to Jesus find that he has prepared a way for us, through his death on the cross.
So, v.3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, ‘Of course, I’ll come & get you.’ If you want to know actually you’re going to be secure with God in heaven one day, look at the cross! You want to know that the place is prepared for you, to go to heaven, look at the cross! You want to know absolute confidence & assurance, don’t look at the record of your deeds. They’re useless! Fickle! You denied Jesus again & again & again…And he knows it. Look at the cross. 
There’s nothing worse than insecurity. Being insecure about your identity, where you belong. The Lord Jesus wants you to be clear that you have a home in heaven, prepared for you. 

There will be somebody this evening who has totally messed up. Heaven? No hope for me. No chance! Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms;
You will find this year, you are capable of deeper sin that you ever realised. And if you haven’t yet been shocked by your own sin as a believer, then you’re very very young as a Christian. Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms;
To be canonised, to become a saint, you trust in the cross of Jesus, finished, final, complete! And if you trust in your own works, you’re on a very, very shaky ground.
5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 

This is a question that occupies billions of people across the world today & down through history: How is it that we get to God & can be sure of an eternity with him?
6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life.
Jesus claims: "I am the way. Not: Let me show you the way. Not let me introduce you to someone else who can help you along the way. Not even follow this path, this code of conduct, this system & you will find the way. But "I am the way.

This claim is unmatched in all the religious systems of the world. There really is no other religious leader in the history of all religions who has made a claim of this nature. 
7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.
Look at me, says Jesus, & you will see God. Listen to me, says Jesus, you hear God. Find me, says Jesus, you find God. Know me, says Jesus, you know God. 
It’s a radical statement, isn’t it? Imagine you’d come to Green Valley International Church, expecting to hear some normal talk on heaven, & how to get there. Imagine if Mark had introduced me, & I stood up & I’d announced that from now on, anyone who comes to this church & comes to know me, can be sure that they have come to know God himself. And if you’ve seen me, you’ve seen God. I trust you think I’ve suffered some hallucination because of my 7-day detox program. 
6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through me.
So Jesus is not saying, I am the way, & there are many others. He’s saying that when it comes to salvation, here’s the way, all other ways are false. When it comes to truth, here’s the truth, & all other claims to have the truth are lies. And when it comes to resurrection, he is the life, & all other paths end in a cul-de-sack. 
This runs absolutely counter to the prevailing philosophy of our age. I’ve heard people say, ‘I cannot come to terms with following your God, who doesn’t open the door of heaven to all people of all religious beliefs regardless.’ The prevailing view of our culture is really that the ‘God business’ is like a global, multi-superstore. The department store over here looks slightly different from the department store over there. And that department store has a different feel to it. But basically they’re all in the same business & pushing & working under the same umbrella. Come to the Hindu store, here is one way of reaching God. Come to the Muslim store, here is another aspect of truths from God. Atten the Buddhist store, here are further suggestions of life with God. But that view simply contradicts the unmistakable teaching of Jesus here. Jesus wants to block off the wrong path/lanes of believing that all religions are the same. It’s not because he wants to cause problems for us. He has good reasons why he does that. We may not understand the reason, but we’re not the expert in getting to heaven, are we? So when the expert says you are not to use that lane, we obey. Otherwise we get into trouble.
The path to heaven is not like roadworks. We can’t wait until they open up another lane, so that we can drive faster. But there is no other lane to heaven. If there was any, God wouldn’t have needed to die for us like a criminal on the cross. 
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