Luke 24:30-43

I received a letter from the RTA (Roads & Transports Authority) recently. It’s titled ‘Warning’. RTA is warning me that over the last 3 years I’ve collected 9 demerit points. That means that if I lose 3 more demerit points this year, (for example, if I am caught speeding just once this year), then I won’t be allowed to drive for 3 months. Basically the letter calls me to repent of my driving practices, or else face the consequences. 
It’s a humbling thing, to receive such a letter. First time in my life! Has anyone here received a warning letter from the RTA before?
It reminds us that on the roads RTA has the final authority. Not we. When we break the rules, we have to repent.
Today is Easter day: it’s the day to remember & celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Today I want us to see that Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is also the ultimate letter of warning to the human race. No matter what ethnic background you come from, what skin colour you have, or what nationality, Jesus’ resurrection is God’s ultimate letter of warning to you and me.
How is that the case? I want to mention two reasons from today’s Bible passage.
Firstly, because Jesus’ resurrection demonstrates that Jesus has the final authority over life & death. 
When you know someone has authority over you, you listen & follow him. RTA has authority to suspend your license, basically authority to make your life pretty miserable, if you’re like me, who’ve gotten so used to driving everywhere. So if RTA gives us a warning, we listen. We follow RTA’s rules, so that we won’t get into trouble.

RTA has the authority over our roads. But Jesus has the final authority over our lives. And over our death! Jesus’ resurrection demonstrates that! He has the power to come to the world in Jesus, lay down his life on the cross & take it up again (John 10:17).

He’s not only able to give life back to people, for example, the daughter of Jairus (a ruler of the synagogue)
, the widow’s son
, and Lazarus
. He’s not only able to give life back to people. In his resurrection, he’s also defeated death himself! 
A word about the resurrection. No one has ever experienced resurrection, except Jesus. What happened to the daughter of Jairus, the widow’s son, and Lazarus is not resurrection. 

How do we know this? 
Well, notice anything unusual with Jesus’ body in the Bible passage that we read earlier? 
According to the eyewitnesses, after Jesus’ resurrection, his body is somehow changed. On the one hand, his body is perfectly natural. Jesus insists he is not a ghost, because he has flesh & bones. You can see & touch him. Jesus eats some food to prove it.

On the other hand, something is physically different about his body. He disappears from sight, right before the eyes of his disciples. And later he suddenly appears again before the disciples. Who watched the film X-Men Origins: Wolverine? This reminds me a bit like Kestler, one of the heroes, in that movie.
This never happened before in the life of Jesus. The daughter of Jairus, the widow’s son, or Lazarus never got a body like that. So the resurrection must have changed something in Jesus. He’s not just returned to what he was before. He’s got a better body than what he had before. His body is more glorious, than what it was before.

The Bible says that the body of Christians will be like Jesus’ body after his resurrection. That’s something to look forward to!
Some things in life, if they break & need fixing, you don’t do it yourself. Some people are very good in DIY projects around the house. The car breaks down, they try to fix it themselves. They do their plumbing job themselves. They fix electricity problem themselves. I’m not one of those people. But even with those people, there’d some things in their life, that they cannot fix themselves. I know for sure one thing nobody can ever fix: death. But Jesus Christ rose again from the dead. He can fix death, he’s solved death. When you want to deal with death, you have go to the one, the only one, who can fix it: Jesus.
Jesus’ resurrection demonstrates that Jesus has the final authority over life & death. We don’t have that authority. Jesus has authority over your life & death, over that of your spouse, your children. Listen to Jesus! Follow him!
How do you listen to Jesus? What should we listen to? If we follow Jesus, what should we expect to do? 
This leads to a second reason I want to mention from today’s Bible passage why Jesus’ resurrection is God’s ultimate letter of warning to you and me. 
It is because Jesus’ resurrection demands a radical, personal response from us. 
It is a personal challenge of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures and said, “This is what is written: the Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be announced in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

It’s a universal challenge & it’s personal. God’s mercy is not automatic simply because Jesus had died & risen. It comes only to those who personally experience what Jesus calls ‘repentance’. 

The whole subject of following Jesus & listening to him & finding God’s will for our lives is the theme of the following 8 weeks. Suffice to say for the moment, I believe God does not give Christians a detailed map that plots the course of the rest of their lives. I mean, He does indeed guide us through life ‘behind the scenes’, & he knows every detail in his sovereign control. He knows where he wants to take us, & he will get us there. But he does not provide us with a detailed map. He gives us a compass instead.

At every point along the journey, no matter where we are or what we are doing, we can consult the compass to see which direction to head. 

That direction is always towards becoming like Jesus Christ. The way is through repentance. 

I said earlier that the word ‘repentance’ means ‘changed mind’. What Jesus expects of his followers, is for us to change our minds, about God, about ourselves, & of course, about Jesus himself.

It’s much more than changing how we drive our cars. It’s much more than improving our behaviour – to stop smoking or gambling or lying, & to be nice, honest, pure, & so on. Many think they can try to fix the problem of behaviour (e.g. addiction, or violence, etc.) without repentance & asking Jesus’ help. No. First we have to repent, i.e. change our mind about Jesus & his place in our life, then we will change our behaviour. Only then Jesus sends us his Spirit, to transform our lives & to enable us to change our behaviour. Often this change happens slowly, but it will happen!
Our behaviour proves our repentance. But repentance must come before change of behaviour. And repentance is much more than change in behaviour! It’s the change of our deepest thoughts & attitudes. It’s a revolution deep inside the minds & hearts of every man & woman. 

Notice, will you, that it’s in his name that repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be announced. Not the name of Muhammad, nor the name of Buddha, nor other religious leaders. None of them have that authority. It’s only in Jesus’ name that we can repent & our sins forgiven.
Notice also that it is ‘to all nations’, to you & I. No matter what ethnic background you come from, what skin colour you have, or what nationality, Jesus sent his followers out with the confronting message about God’s mercy, about repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
It’s as if through Jesus’ resurrection God is warning people of all nations, ‘You’ve all broken my rules. You’ve all collected enough demerit points to earn my wrath and judgment. Now, either you repent and trust in Jesus, or face my wrath!’ 
Jesus warns us many times that he will come again. And this time, he won’t come in weakness as a baby in a manger anymore. He won’t come to die on the cross anymore. The next time we see him, he’ll come to judge the living & the dead! Next time he comes, nobody can kill him anymore. He’ll come with such power & might & glory. You don’t want to be caught living your life without repentance & trust in Jesus. 
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