
Our study on the Sermon on the Mount shows how the Lord Jesus lays out a totally different way of life for his followers. It’s a way of life that Jesus himself exemplified all the way to the cross.


But in his amazing sermon in Luke 6, he makes some extreme & seemingly impossible statements & commands that we have to read carefully as we seek to apply them properly to our lives.


For example, 37 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. (Luke 6:37). 


Normally there are two false ways of reading or applying this command. 


One false way is to take the command completely at face value, & turn it into an absolute command from God. Some people say, therefore, we are never to make moral judgments about people/things. We should never criticise anybody’s behaviour. But if that’s the case, there’d be no moral discernment or values in our society! Everything would be acceptable. In fact, it would be very difficult to forgive, because without judging something to be wrong, there’s nothing to forgive. You can only forgive something that you judge to be wrong or immoral or unacceptable. Forgiveness always requires judgment! So how can you ‘judge not’ & always forgive?

So we come to the other false alternative of reading this command. Instead of turning it into absolutes, we are minimising it. We recognise that we cannot keep the command at face value, so we help Jesus out; we rephrase it in such a way, as to water down what he was originally commanding, so as to fit in with what is more reasonable & acceptable. In other words, we improve upon Jesus’ sermon, because he clearly didn’t understand what he was saying; he needs some help to make his command livable. For example, instead of ‘Do not judge’, we’d then say, ‘Only judge the really bad things that everybody agrees are bad, like the politically incorrect things. But otherwise, accept everything that people do, without raising any objections. But is that really what Jesus is teaching? But this takes away the power, impact & force of the challenging words of Jesus.


See, both absolutising the command & minimising it fail to read the commands in the context of what Jesus was saying here in the Sermon:


Note for example, Firstly, Jesus is challenging his followers. He’s not teaching politicians how to run the government. 


Secondly, notice: He’s challenging his followers about living as citizens of the kingdom of heaven, while alive here in a fallen sinful world, where people would exclude, insult & spurn them because they’re following the Lord Jesus (6:22). 


Thirdly, he’s challenging them how to respond to such enemies, how to deal with other people who are not in the kingdom of God, especially those who are their enemies, because of the kingdom of God. 


Fourthly, he’s calling his followers to follow him consistently as the Suffering Servant who goes to the cross. 

So v.37 is part of that section of dealing with the enemies. It is ‘love your enemies’ that Jesus is teaching. It is how to deal with enemies that Jesus is speaking about. He’s not referring to […], but to our enemies. 

Remember in v.27 Jesus says, ‘Love your enemies, do good to those who hateyou, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.’ A follower of Jesus must never expect to be popular. In fact, he says, v.26, ‘Woe to you when all men speak well of you.’ 

And he gave us a great promise: when we love our enemies like this, we would be like God our heavenly Father, like sons of the Most High, who is kind to the ungrateful & the wicked (6:35). This is really great news! What great news for us sinners to know that God our great Judge is kind to the ungrateful & the wicked! We could never be forgiven because we’re good enough, because we’re never good enough! But we could be forgiven by God’s mercy, because he is kind to the ungrateful & the wicked. If God were harsh & ruthless, inflexibly just without compassion nor care, well, then we’d be lost & depressed without hope! Because there’d just be no chance for us to be forgiven!


But God’s kindness & mercy is not only good news for sinners like us. It’s also the model for the forgiven sinners as to how we are to live! We are to be like him! Kind & merciful to our enemies.

[Example: someone who had an abusive father; then found it difficult to come to terms with his father’s conversion] 

38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."

 The measure you give is the measure you get. Whose heart is hardened against forgiving anybody else cannot be expecting that God is going to forgive him. The judgment that we have of others, is the judgment that will come upon us. The condemnation we have of others is the condemnation that will come upon us. And the forgiveness that we extend to others is the forgiveness that will come upon us.
41 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother,`Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.
Here’s the failure of the moralists, to accept back the sinner & the outcast, knowing that they themselves depend on God’s mercy. The moralists will always feel superior to those who fail. In fact, the moralists will look for faults & errors in others. Because by so doing, he will be able to justify himself. ‘I might not be perfect but at least I hadn’t done what he’s done’. ‘At least I’m not like her’. ‘At least I’ve never done that!’

Religions that have a high moral code, like Israel, esp. the Pharisaic lawyers, are really susceptible to this kind of error. And if we in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ lose the gospel of grace, we can easily fall into this error also! With plank in our own eyes, we’re so eager to find the speck in others. 


Don’t get me wrong: Christians should be concerned for truth & morality. But we should never let such concern overrule the message of grace & mercy, which is the gospel itself. Being a Christian is not being good, moral, upright & perfect. It’s always being forgiven, pardoned, redeemed, saved. A Christian is ultimately not a good person, but a forgiven bad person. 

So we don’t have to go judging & condemning our enemies. Nor finding faults with our brothers. This moralistic disease spreads into all of life, incl. our attitude toward our brothers & sisters in Christ. We do not need to do this, because ultimately the truth will out. Nobody will ultimately get away with anything.
There’s no need to go speck hunting in your brother’s eye. Rather, simply consistently follow the Lord Jesus Christ. We are to become like our teacher. 39 He also told them this parable: "Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.
We are to be growing to be like Jesus. Jesus didn’t come into the world to judge the world, but to save it. Our attitude should not be like the moralist, ‘Huh, that’s wrong! That’s wrong! That’s naughty! You’ll be punished!’ That’s not how Jesus came into the world. He came into the world to lay down his life for the sins of the people who hated him. Our primary concern for humanity is not the maintenance of moral order. Christians may be involved in that, we may engage ourselves in that, but that’s not our primary concern. Our primary concern is the salvation of sinners. That’s our concern. We are to preach the gospel of salvation, so that others may come to know the forgiveness that is found in the Lord Jesus Christ. And in this respect, we are like our Father who sent his son into the world to save sinners. And we are like his Son who came into the world to save sinners. But we must not call God our Father, if we don’t want to learn to behave like his children. We must not presume we can be forgiven without forgiving, or that we can be children of the kind & merciful God, without being kind & merciful ourselves.
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