Do you like receiving a present? What a question is that? Who doesn’t like receiving a present? But have you ever seen a child open a gift on Christmas morning? There is something different about the way they receive it. It’s their smile of joy, it’s the radiant look on their faces, it’s the ecstatic scream, it’s the dance around the room in deep gratitude, as a child accepts exactly what they had been hoping for, on Christmas morning. Something that before this day, they could only wish for. I got it on video from previous year how Madeleine opened her Christmas presents. Unfortunately, this year, she decided to open up all her presents, before everybody else woke up. We missed the whole thing. We did tell her, ‘Don’t open this up until Christmas!’ But we just forgot that tiny detail, ‘Wait until everybody else is awake.’
Anyway, it’s all good. My point is that there is something special about the way children receive Christmas gifts. It makes me wonder what God thinks about the way I receive his gift of Jesus Christ, his Son. Christmas is when we remember the day God gave his children the gift that was beyond everything they could’ve ever wanted of dreamt of receiving. The greatest gift of all: himself.
Today, we’re learning from Mary the mother of Jesus. Our Bible passage today shows how Mary responded to the gift of Jesus Christ. We’ll see how Mary responded by praising God for being dependable, praising God for being gracious, & praising God for his might.

First of all, God is dependable. The Christmas story is about the birth of a child, a very common human experience. Rich homes, poor homes, all know what it means to have the birth of a child. 
But both Mary & the angel see this child as the promised one. Mary sees in this child the evidence of God being faithful!
God is fulfilling his promises to Abraham. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 55 to Abraham and his descendants for ever, even as he said to our fathers." This great event has got to do with promises made in the early chapters of Genesis, the promises to the forefather of the Hebrew race, Abraham. Madeleine usually remembers, if Cindy or I make a promise. She always gently reminds us, ‘Daddy, you said, “After I clean up my room, I can have ice cream.”, or ‘You said you’re going to play with me.’

And parents sometimes break their promises, don’t they? But God is not like our parents. God is so dependable. He is a promise-keeping God. 
Now, we can see for ourselves how dependable God is in our everyday experience. But this is not just our everyday experience. This is a matter of highest importance, A matter to do with the salvation of mankind. But even in this crucial matter, he never falters; he is utterly dependable. For, as the angel told Mary in Luke 1:37, nothing is impossible with God. The word of God can never fail. 
God is dependable. Mary also speaks to us of God who is gracious. V.28 we see the angel coming to Mary & saying, "Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you."
It’s important here to note that she is spoken of, not as the source of grace, as some think, but rather as the recipient of grace. She is the favoured one, the one favoured by the gracious God. People ask, ‘Why Mary? Why should she be chosen?’ ‘Is it because she is unmarried, for example? She’s a virgin? Is that why she’s chosen?’ But that is to miss the point

It’s just like asking, ‘Why was Israel chosen?’ The answer, is simply the graciousness of God. To ask, ‘why was Mary chosen?’ would be to misunderstand what grace is all about. The point is that the favour of God is unmerited. Mary herself sang in v48 of her own low estate. 48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed,
Mary is humble because, she is humble; She is of that low estate. 
But more important than Mary’s relationship to God at this point, is what God’s choice of a humble person like Mary actually means. V51f. Mary declares of God, 51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. Mary sees in God’s choice of herself not so much an exaltation for herself, although that is true, all generations will call me blessed, but Mary sees in it one of the great principles of God’s action, in that he always lifts up the poor & the weak, that here at this supremely important moment God chooses (yet once again) the weak, & the foolish, the base, the humble, the useless, in order to shame the wise & the arrogant of the world. God chooses yet once gain to fill the plate of those who have nothing. he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. This is what salvation is all about, Mary sees. When a man is accepted by God, he is a man who has nothing to offer. He is not accepted on account of his wealth, his status, his position in the community. He is accepted despite these things. And the only thing that he contributes to his salvation is his sin from which he needs to be saved. 
And so we see in the choice of Mary not only how dependable God is, in keeping his word & remembering his promises, in regard to this saviour Jesus, we also see, most plainly how gracious God is, how he over & over again is gracious to the morally bankrupt, the sinner, the person who, like you & I, has a life that is full of wrong thinking, wrong acting, wrong doing, wrong desiring. God is gracious to the poor bankrupt one. And this poor bankrupt one named Mary is the one who is showered by God’s treasure: Jesus Christ, the one who comes clothed in the promises of God. The one who is central to the plan & the promises of God. To be a Christian is to come, with empty hands, seeking the mercy of God, & the death of our saviour Christ on our behalf. All that we need to do is to remember the work of Christ, to be grateful for the work of Christ, to believe in the work of Christ, & receive the blessings of Christ’s salvation.

So we see here first, how dependable God is, & secondly, how gracious God is, he exalted those of low degree. Third, we see how mighty God is: 
God is active here in deeds, as well as in words. He is indeed mighty to save. For example, when Mary heard from the angel that she was going to bear a child.
Luke 1:34-35 "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.
The power of God confronts the strong & the powerful of this world: 51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones…
Here salvation is God actively & mightily putting down the enemies of his people. He releases the captives, he fills the poor, & Luke 1:77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins,
God pardons us & God adopts us as his children: God’s salvation is great. It’s mighty! 
We can see a pattern here & elsewhere in the Bible: We see it in the birth of people such as Isaac, Samson, Moses & Samuel. Men who were born in the midst of difficulties, particularly the difficulties of mothers who are barren, who have had no children for many years. These children were children of God’s promise. And indeed as we read through the song of Mary, we see that it reminds us particularly of the song of Hannah, the mother of Samuel. And in each of these instances, we see a pattern emerge, that God sent a marvellous saviour for his people. God signals by these births, breathtaking events that were to follow. He points out, by the births of these great heroes, that nothing is impossible for him. And even as we see with John the Baptist, there were events surrounding his birth, which point to the great events that were to follow. But here, we see not the reversal of the womb that was barren.
not the pregnancy of one who was too old to bear, but the supreme miracle in this pattern of miracles. The one called the son of God, Jesus, born of a virgin.
This is not the glorification of virginity, of course, or even of purity, but the glorification of the power of God, who brings this to pass, active as always for the salvation of his people. Bringing to pass a supreme miracle to point to the one who towers above Samuel, & Moses, & Isaac, & Samson. 
Jesus is called the Son, the son of God, v32. He’s sovereign. He is the king of all kings, the one who reigns forever & ever, the one in whom salvation is to be found

Jesus’ coming demonstrates once again how dependable God is, how gracious God is. He is a child, a helpless child, born of a helpless woman, but a child born to be ruler of God’s people, your king & mine. So salvation of God is forgiveness, forgiveness to be found in the kingdom of Jesus Christ his Son. 
Unfortunately, a common mistake in thinking about Mary in most churches, especially in the Roman Catholic church, is to revere Mary, to put her at the centre of the stage, to exalt her as the gracious one, the source of blessing & merit for others. To exalt her as the virginal one, the woman pure enough to be chosen to be the mother of God, as though you can only be pure, if you are a virgin. To exalt her as the obedient one, who hears & cooperates with God at this, as though without her cooperation the God incarnate would not have been born. It’s a mistake is to focus on Mary.

The Bible is not concerned with that. Not with exalting the one who some call ‘the blessed virgin Mary’. On the contrary, Mary herself expresses the truth. 46 And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, In fact, it seems to me, Mary magnifies the saviour God, dependable, gracious, & mighty. 
So it’s not Mary that we need to adore. It’s God through Jesus Christ.

But we can still learn a lot from Mary, from her song

How she responds to this dependable, gracious, & mighty saviour.

Is that how you & I respond to Jesus?
For Mary’s song can indeed become our song, too. ‘My soul glorifies the Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,’ If we cannot actually (in truth) sing as she did about the coming of Jesus, ‘My soul glorifies the Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,’ If we cannot honestly rejoice, like Mary, in the gift of Jesus Christ, the best gift of all Then we need to ask, ‘What’s going on with me? Is my experience of God so remote?’ Does the message of God’s character & God’s salvation as revealed to us in this passage, fail to move you? Do you feel nothing emotionally? Do you not feel like you want to change something in your life? Become more like Christ & more godly? Can you no longer rejoice in the Lord, as Mary? Are you unable to rejoice in him? If you are, does this mean that somehow you have mislaid the Christian values? That somehow for you God’s perspective has been lost? Does the idea of God saving you in a sense irritate you?

because it reveals or implies your own impotence, a fact that you are increasingly refusing to admit. And you no longer magnify the Lord as Mary did? Is it that you really now no longer care about God, if God removes his presence from you, would you notice? Is your faith a comfort, simply because it’s a habit? Have you ceased to think about it? simply because you’re frightened, that if you did think about it, you may find that there was nothing there? 
Such are the possibilities when we contrast the song of Mary, the reaction of Mary to the declaration of the angel that Jesus Christ was to come into the world. Such are the possibilities when we contrast that song with our own reaction to the declaration of God’s purpose. Well, we may be horrified. That would be good, if it means that we stop being ignorant, stop being sluggish or weary, in the face of the glorious salvation of our gracious God. Throw off everything that hinders & the sin that so easily entangles us in our Christian experience. It would be very good, if it means that you & I, all of us, learn once more to magnify the Lord & sing with Mary, ‘My soul glorifies the Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,’ For as always he has filled the hungry with good things, the rich he sends empty away. 
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