What do you think about non-Christian Scriptures? Qur’an? Or the Hindu Scripture Upanishads? Christians, at least Christians in western societies, tend towards two extreme views. On the one side are the liberal Christians, who think all religions lead to the same God. They think all Scriptures, whether the Bible, or Qur’an, or the book of Mormon, are equally useful to know God.

On the other side are Christians who think that Qur’an is a satanic book that does not acknowledge Jesus as God & therefore misleads millions of Muslims into condemnation. They think that the Hindu Scripture Upanishads are full of evil, spiritual darkness, & deception & should be put into the rubbish bin.
Christians in the west tend towards either the extreme view of naive acceptance, or the extreme view of broad condemnation. I believe the Bible passage today shows us that neither of those extreme views are true. 

In today’s passage, we read a famous passage from Acts, in which Paul is in 1st century city of Athens. He was preaching to the Greeks. Some were Epicureans
 and some were Stoics,
 two of the major intellectual schools of that time. In many ways, similar audience to last week, similar pagan background. 
Never heard about God, or Moses, or king David, or the law, or the promises about Jesus. Never heard about what happened in Jesus’ life: his miracles, his teachings, his death, his resurrection! Jesus is completely irrelevant to them. 
Again, I believe we can all learn something very important here about engaging people from non-Christian background, like we do here. 

Last week we learnt from Paul in chapter 14, that we don’t always have to explain all the details of the gospel, when we’re trying to tell people about Jesus in today’s context.

Today, Paul shows in chapter 17, that we don’t even always have to quote the Bible.

In front of this pagan Greek audience, Paul says,

28 … “[God] gives us the power to live, to move, and to be who we are.” "We are his children," just as some of your poets have said.

    29 Since we are God's children, we must not think that he is like an idol made out of gold or silver or stone. He isn't like anything that humans have thought up and made. 
Interestingly, Paul here quotes, not from the Bible, but from well-known Greek poets. 
The quotation “[God] gives us the power to live, to move, and to be who we are” is from a Greek poem written by a guy named Epimenides. 
The quotation "We are his children,"  possibly from another Greek poet named Aratus. 
These authors worshipped the Greek god Zeus. 
Actually in the original, the quotations were honouring Zeus as god. 
But Paul used them to point people to Jesus. 
Notice, Paul didn’t treat the Greek gods as equal to the God of the Bible. 
But he is also not afraid to quote a pagan poem, & use it to point people to Jesus. 
Neither of the extreme views I mentioned earlier are true for Paul. 
Paul didn’t make the mistake of thinking that all religions lead to God. 
In fact, he was upset by the idolatry of the Greeks.

16 While Paul was waiting in Athens, he was upset to see all the idols in the city. 
But he still behaved with restraint, with wisdom & with respect. 
He didn’t agree with them, but he tried to find a point of contact, if you like, on which he could try to persuade them to see the need to trust in Jesus.
22 So Paul stood up in front of the council and said:

   People of Athens, I see that you are very religious. 
He didn’t start with harsh words, 
he didn’t start with condemnation, ‘You idolaters!’ 
Instead, he started by acknowledging their religiosity. ‘I see that you are very religious’ 
He may have said it with a sense of irony. ‘I see that you make a great display of piety’. 

Really, if you don’t know Jesus, no matter how religious you are, doesn’t matter. 
But Paul used something that is familiar to his audience, & changed it to tell people about the God of the Bible.

23 As I was going through your city and looking at the things you worship, I found an altar with the words, "To an Unknown God." You worship this God, but you don't really know him. So I want to tell you about him. 
The Greeks believed in many gods. 
They had so many altars, one for each god, that they even had an altar for ‘an unknown God’, just in case, they missed one god & that god gets offended. 
But Paul saw this as an opportunity to tell them that the entire human race is under the rule of the God of the Bible, the only God. This one God that you don’t know, he calls the whole world to account. This God will judge the world by & through Jesus Christ.
With Jewish audience, Paul could argue in detail from the Bible, showing how OT promises are fulfilled in Jesus. But not here. With a pagan audience, he tries to find things that they would’ve been familiar with. But he used them to illustrate (or argue for) the Bible’s teaching about God.
Mind you, Paul does teach the Bible. But he does that without quoting it.
24 This God made the world and everything in it. He is Lord of heaven and earth, and he doesn't live in temples built by human hands. 25 He doesn't need help from anyone. He gives life, breath, and everything else to all people. 26 From one person God made all nations who live on earth, and he decided when and where every nation would be.
All this is the teaching of the Bible. Paul taught them about the God of the Bible. 
Paul does urge people to repent & trust in God.
30 … But now he says that everyone everywhere must turn to him. 31 He has set a day when he will judge the world's people with fairness. And he has chosen the man Jesus to do the judging for him. God has given proof of this to all of us by raising Jesus from death.
It’s just that he doesn’t quote from the Bible. Instead, he quotes from their poets.
How can we apply this to our context? What are the examples in today’s context? What about Qur’an? Can we read it, & try to find things that point to Jesus? Sure we can. There are examples, like this little booklet by Kevin Greeson (it was recommended to me by Stewart Binns at St Luke’s Liverpool). This booklet uses verses from Qur’an to help Muslims to believe in Jesus. There are also examples using Hindu Scripture Upanishads.
Merrylands Anglican Church, is planning a public debate about what the Bible and the Qur’an teach about Jesus. The same principle.
Perhaps most of us wouldn’t have time to read non-Christian Scriptures. But there are resources out there that may help you. And if that would help non-Christian to think about Jesus, that’s a start. 
What about self-help books? When I first became a Christian, I loved reading self-help books. Dale Carnegie, Anthony Robbins, Stephen Covey, were my gurus. I read their books, listened to their tapes. Soon after I made a commitment to follow Jesus, I threw away all of those books & tapes. I thought they’re all rubbish, because they didn’t teach me to trust in Jesus, but to trust in myself. I thought that when I come to Jesus, everything in my past must be thrown away to make room for Jesus. But now I’ve come to the conclusion that I’ve thrown away the baby with the bath water. Not all is rubbish. There are a lot of good things there. Things that can be useful for me, because it’s general wisdom. And especially, things that can be useful to speak to non-Christians about Jesus.
What about movies? There are many good examples of movie reviews done by Christians, which help us to learn ways to engage with our culture, to point people to Jesus by discussing themes that are in the movies. Sydneyanglicans.net is one good example. I remember when the movie Avatar first came out. Many Christians were criticising it. The Twilight series is another example. Instead of forbidding our children to see it, why not see it together, but be prepared to ask questions. Have some discussions about the themes in the movie. There are many good resources on the Internet that can help you.
When we come to Jesus, not everything in our past must be thrown away to make room for Jesus. Jesus is no stranger to any culture. There are always things in each culture, that can connect people with Jesus. The question is: do we want to take the time to learn? Do we want to take the time to listen, so that people can find Jesus.
� People who followed the teaching of a man named Epicurus, who taught that happiness should be the main goal in life.


� Followers of a man named Zeno, who taught that people should learn self-control and be guided by their consciences.
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