Luke 4:31-44  Jesus' authority to free us 

Cindy and I have a four-year old daughter Madeleine. Every now and again we rebuke her, as parents do. ‘Don’t say that! That’s rude!’ ‘Don’t play with the knife! It’s dangerous!’ or On crossing the street, ‘Don’t run! Hold my hand!’ As those of you who are parents know, sometimes our words as parents can be powerful. We say a few words, and our children obey us. But often, our words are not that powerful. 
In the Bible today, we read how powerful Jesus’ words are. One day, Jesus was teaching in the synagogue. But the demon within a man showed himself. The demon said to Jesus. “Hey! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are: the holy one of God!”

I’ll come back to the word ‘holy’ in a moment. But notice first what happens next. 

Jesus rebuked him, and said, “Be silent, and come out of him”. And after hurling the man down in their midst, the demon came out of him. The man was unharmed.

The demon knows who Jesus is. And he is afraid! The demon is powerless! Jesus rebukes the demon, ‘Shut up! And get out of him!’ And the demon flees from him.

The demon calls Jesus ‘the holy one of God’. ‘Holy’ means without sin. It means he is clean from any wrongs before God. It means Jesus has a special role to do God’s work. Last week we learnt that Jesus is the Christ, someone who has God’s authority, who has God’s own Spirit. Someone who would speak and act on God’s behalf. The ‘Holy One of God’ is another title of the Christ.
There is authority in Jesus’ words! There is power in Jesus’ words! 
They were all awestruck, and said to one another, “What sort of word is this, that he commands the unclean spirits with authority and power, and they come out?” 

And reports about him spread throughout the whole region. 

‘Unclean spirits’ means evil spirits. It’s another phrase for demon. It’s the opposite of the spirit of God. Jesus is God who became human, so he is full of the spirit of God. That’s why the demons are afraid of him. If we follow Jesus, he gives us the same spirit. That’s why the demons are also afraid of us.
Do you think that demons are powerful? Don’t! That’s a lie! If you are afraid of demons, it’s not too late for you to get to know Jesus better! Jesus is so powerful! Demons are powerless to him, and also to those who follow Jesus. Don’t be afraid of demons! Follow Jesus!

Have you ever been afraid of somebody who is afraid of you? 

Many Christians are like that. They are afraid of demons. But actually they shouldn’t be. Because the fact is, demons are afraid of Christians! If we follow Jesus, the demons are afraid. We only need to rebuke the demons in Jesus’ name, and they flee from us.

Jesus stood up and left the synagogue, and went to Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-in-law was in the grip of a high fever, and they asked him to do something for her. Jesus stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got straight up and began to serve them. 

Earlier, Jesus rebuked the demons, and the demons left the man. Now, Jesus rebukes the fever, and the fever leaves Simon’s mother-in-law. 
Jesus has power to free the man from the demon. Jesus has power to free Simon’s mother-in-law from fever. And later on the same day, Jesus freed many other people from demons and various diseases.
Demons or diseases can become like a prison to people’s lives. But other things can become like a prison, too. Addictions (to gambling, to drugs, or to alcohol) can become like a prison. Fame can become like a prison. Famous celebrities cannot go shopping like a normal person. They need bodyguards. 
Jesus came to free us, not just from the prison of demons or diseases. The amazing things Jesus did that day are just signs of Jesus’ power and authority as the Christ, the promised king from God. But Jesus came to free us from something much more serious. Jesus came to free human beings from the worst prison that human beings can know. When Jesus frees us from this prison, then we will also be free from all other prisons in our life.

What prison? The prison of living without God who made us. Let me explain: The Bible teaches that God has made us all, but we all have rebelled against God. We ‘rebelled’ means: we should have obeyed him, and served him. But we have disobeyed him, and ignored him. This disobedience, this rebellion, destroyed our relationship with God. We ignore him, we don’t care what God says, we don’t thank him for the good things he gives us. It’s like we rebelled against our own parents. But this is much worse. We rebelled against God who made us, who gives us life! Living without God is like living in a giant prison. The day will come when you will appear before God, after you die. If you carry your own guilt, it’s a terrible prison to live in. To stand before God without forgiveness. To stand before God as guilty. There’s no worse prison than that. 

The thing with prison is that the door of freedom has to be opened ‘from the outside’. 

Therefore God himself became a human being, and came to the world in Jesus to open that door. Jesus came to show that he is the one who has the authority and the power to open that door for us. If we trust him and listen to him, God will forgive our rebellion and free us. 

But often our problem might be that we don’t think we need to be freed. 
I read about an American man named Danny Villegas. Over 10 years ago, he robbed a bank, so he had to go to prison for 5 years. After he was free again, he worked in construction for 5 years but he got tired of the work. He was living in his car, but he soon ran out of money. He realised he had three options: get a job, live on the streets, or rob another bank and go back to prison. On one Monday morning in January 2007, he picked option No.3. 
The 44-year old man walked inside a bank and told the teller, "Good morning. This is a robbery.” He was polite, he never showed a weapon and he never threatened them. He said, “You might as well call the police right now.” He then sat down on a couch in the lobby and waited for police to arrive. 
You know why? He said he liked prison life so much, that he decided to do another crime so he could return to prison.

Often our life can be a little bit like that, can’t it? We don’t think we need to be freed. We become so blind, we know no better. We know no other life. We know nothing else. 
Many people may say, ‘Jesus came to free us from a life in prison? What prison? I like it there! I want to go back into that prison! I want to continue to fear the demons, and pay a lot of money to follow Feng Shui or buy things to hang on my doorstep to ward off demons.’ Others may say, ‘We fear that if we follow Jesus, it will bring bad luck, or the gods will be angry at us. Or we fear that following Jesus will conflict with our horoscope.’ 

But the Bible teaches that Jesus is powerful. Demons, horoscope, or Feng Shui are powerless. Don’t be afraid of them. Jesus only needs to rebuke them, and he can free you from all that. 
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