God, the ultimate gift giver, gave us something no one expected. It was the greatest gift he could give us. Himself. The God who formed the heavens & knew you before you were born was now a little baby. It may seem odd that God’s rescue plan for a world in need was a baby. But God’s answer to the world’s problems has never been material things. Instead of giving us more stuff, he gave us himself. God entered into the situation he wants to heal. God gave us his presence. Today I’d like to talk about the God who gives himself to us. And that we are to recognise him & we are to introduce him to others.
Recognise the God who gives himself to us

John’s Gospel which we read earlier begins with those themes. It begins with God as the ultimate gift giver. He gives his creation. He gives life. He gives light. But it’s not just God, but God through his Word. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. From the beginning, God is a speaking God. He speaks his Word, & everything comes into being. Nothing comes into being, without God speaking his Word. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
The most powerful people only need to say the word, & it will be done according to what they say. For example, once the Premier of NSW says, ‘Expand Cowpasture Road!’, that’s what most likely is going to happen. It can take some time, but it’s finished now. God is far more powerful than the Premier of NSW. Through his Word, God creates everything from nothing.
The miracle of Christmas is about this Word that creates everything now becomes flesh. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. And 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. The video earlier said it well, ‘God showed up in our neighbourhood’. He lived among us, in the person of Jesus Christ. One of the things that make Christianity so unique is that Christianity is a matter of God’s drawing near to us, not of our seeking & finding God.
Why? Why does God draw near to us? So we would know who the eternal God is and what he’s really like. God’s word is not an impersonal force. God now had a face and a voice and walked among us. 14… We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
18 No-one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.
What an extraordinary statement! Do you recognise that? That when we deal with Jesus Christ, we deal with God himself & not with some secondary deity. Again & again, if you read the Gospels, God lets himself be known by us through Jesus. He wants to relate to us through Jesus. 
1 John 1:1-2 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.
Do you recognise this God who gives himself to us? Because unfortunately, not all recognise the Word. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him.
11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
Imagine if I would write an email, say to X, setting out arrangements for a meeting. It would be intolerable for X to say, for example, that he did not come to the meeting, because they were only words & not the person. X can never say, ‘I did not believe your words, because they were not you.’ Even in human affairs we stand by our words. As you treat my words, so you treat me. If you slight my words, disregard my words, disobey my words, or contradict my words, I think you have done these things to me. Likewise, if you trust my word, you are trusting me; if you obey my word, you are obeying me; if you honour my word, you are honouring me. 
So it is in the case of Jesus. How we treat the Word of God, reflects how we treat God. You cannot separate the Word of God from God himself. Those who reject the Word – reject  Jesus – they actually reject God himself. If you receive Jesus, receive the Word, you receive God himself. 
12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 

It’s not an accident, that Jesus was born out of a virgin. It’s a statement that Jesus himself was born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. And it’s also not an accident, that all who receive Jesus, that they also become children of God: children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. When we recognise the God who gives himself to us, it’s not because we’re better than other people. It’s not because we’re smarter or have better genes. It’s all because of God. It is God who enables us to recognise him for who he really is. 

Introduce the God who gives himself to us 

How would you introduce someone like that? If you were asked to introduce Jesus Christ, how would you do it? I’d like to show a short video clip of how one person would do it (3:18).  

How would you introduce Jesus Christ? Now, we may not be able to make an introduction like that guy in the video, but if you really know Jesus Christ, if you know who he is, & what he has come to do, then you’d want to tell other people about him, wouldn’t you? I mean, our styles may be different. Our personalities may be different. But we want to tell our family, our friends, our neighbours, our community about Jesus. And God can use whatever we are, in order to introduce others to Jesus. 

In Jesus’ day, there was a man named John, whom God sent to his people ahead of Jesus. He was sent with a mission to introduce people to Jesus. 6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
You may have heard of a group that calls themselves the Mandeans. It’s a religious group from Iraq that has come under a lot of persecution. This group claims that they descended from Adam who was the first to receive the religious instructions of the Mandaeans. And that their last great teacher & healer was John the Baptist. 

I do not condone their persecution, but it seems to me that their teachings are not based on the Bible. Because the Bible starts with Adam, & ends with Jesus, who is the second Adam. John the Baptist was not the last great teacher. He was pointing to Jesus! He says, v.15 ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.”’ 

Too many people have an inflated view of their own importance. But John the Baptist is recorded in the Bible as humble, pointing us away from himself, & pointing us to Jesus. That’s one great quality of being a witness. You don’t say, ‘Believe in Jesus!’, while being so concerned about how people think about you. You don’t say, ‘Believe in Jesus!’, while at the same time, being angry at people who doubt your words, or people who attack you, or treat you as their enemy. You’re not the centre of attention here. You should not be the centre of attention. You’re a witness. Jesus has to be the centre of attention. 

A further point about introducing Jesus. There’s a good little book, titled ‘Defending the Gospel’, written by Kel Richards, published by Matthias Media. He says there, ‘The good news is: […] there’s lots of stuff we don’t have to defend. We don’t have to defend the Spanish Inquisition or the Crusades. We don’t have to defend any denomination. We don’t have to be defensive about the pronouncements of the Pope, the wealth of the Vatican, or cheesy televangelists. We don’t have to defend the foreign policy of any so-called ‘Christian nation’. We don’t have to defend the behaviour of an abusive churchgoing parent or an insensitive Sunday School teacher. We don’t have to defend the false assumptions people may have about Christianity. We don’t have to defend ‘religion’. […] we are to defend the gospel. 

Often you don’t see the fruit of introducing people to Jesus. John the Baptist never saw much of the fruit of introducing people to Jesus. He did see how many people started following Jesus, & leaving him. But soon he was put in jail, & never got out until he was beheaded by King Herod.

It says here: to tell people about Jesus is to be a witness. To testify concerning that light that shines in the darkness. That light that gives light to every man. And to testify so that through him all men might believe. But sometimes, people do believe in Jesus long after you’re gone. But God never forgets, God never ignores even the small things that you do to introduce people to Jesus. 

We’ve been told that the Sydney theme for this year's New Year’s Eve will be ''Make your Mark''. The creative director Rhoda Roberts said: ''[…] 'Make Your Mark' is about inspiring everyone to think about positive ways they can mark the beginning of the new decade.''
What can you do as a Christian to mark the beginning of the new decade? What mark can a Christian make? What other mark, other than to be a witness to Jesus Christ? 

What do you need to do to be a witness to Jesus Christ? First of all, of course, you need to read the Bible. Study it in a Bible study group. Lee-Anne Page will start a new Bible study group for women. Sign up for it! 

Secondly, connect with the community. Anglican Diocese published this new booklet, Connecting: A-Z. It’s an easy reference guide to help share some of the best ideas as we continue to connect our church with local communities & people with Jesus. Our church has raised its profile gradually in our community throughout this year. We doorknocked most houses in Green Valley. We ran a Soccer Camp. ESL evening. Carols service. Next year we must build on it & expand our contacts. 

The video earlier put it well, ‘The miracle of Christmas in a nutshell is this: God showed up.’ We have to recognise the God who gives himself to us, & introduce him to others who still live in darkness.
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