What is Trinity?
Many Christians are nervous, if asked about the Trinity. They think it’s so weird, or so philosophical, or so abstract.

And yet if there was any single teaching that makes the Bible & Christianity unique among world religions, then it is the teaching that God is Trinity. God is one but three ‘persons’, Father, Son & the Holy Spirit. Some people may say ‘the gospel’, that is ‘the good news of Jesus Christ’ is unique. Well, absolutely, but through the gospel we know God as Trinity. The gospel & Trinity is inseparable. You cannot say, ‘I believe in the gospel, but I don’t believe in the Trinity’. 
I have 3 sections here:

Firstly: What is Trinity? In a nutshell, I believe Trinity is this: that God has come into the world in Jesus Christ, & he sends his Spirit to dwell in everyone who follows Jesus (repeat 1x). You might say, ‘But that’s my understanding of the gospel?’. Well, exactly my point. 
Let me unpack that a little. The gospel, or ‘the good news’ that all Christians believe is none other than the good news about the Trinity: that God cares for us so much, that he doesn’t abandon us. No, instead God himself came into the world in Jesus Christ, to die for our sins, so that we who follow him can have our sins forgiven. The good news doesn’t stop there: God who cares for us in Jesus didn’t leave us alone like orphans, after Jesus rose from the dead & went back to heaven. No, whenever someone trusts & follows Jesus, God sends his Spirit to live in us. God is not distant, but he himself is present with us. 
See, that is the gospel in a nutshell, & it’s none other than the gospel of our God the Trinity. God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit.
You really don’t need to be nervous or philosophical or abstract about telling people about our God. The next time someone asks you about the Trinity, simply tell them the gospel. The gospel is unique, because our God is unique. There is no other God like him!
Secondly: We need to be humble, yet confident, about God. We need to be humble, because God is a reality greater than human language or thought can understand. Yet we can say certain things about God with confidence, because he has made himself known to us, so that we know him. 

If you understand & believe the gospel properly, then you’d understand & trust the Trinity. It doesn’t mean you understand the Trinity completely. No! Neither does it mean you can say everything that needs to be said about the Trinity. No! But we can all understand enough to be able to tell others about the Trinity.

The apostles themselves did not begin with complete understanding of the Trinity. On the Day of Pentecost, within weeks after Jesus’ resurrection, all the apostles of Jesus were filled with the Holy Spirit for the first time. The crowd in Jerusalem went, ‘Wow! What’s going on here?’ So the apostle Peter preached a powerful sermon to the crowd. First Peter explained that they received the long promised gift of the Holy Spirit, (this was not part of our Bible reading earlier), & secondly, Peter explained that Jesus is Lord & the promised Messiah, the Christ (this was part of the Bible reading). And then in v.33, he concludes & brings the two themes of Jesus & the Holy Spirit together. He says:
33 Exalted to the right hand of God, [Jesus] has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.
‘The right hand’ often means greatness, strength, goodness, & divinity. The OT says that the right hand of God is where the Messiah sits. 
So Peter is saying that Jesus is exalted to absolute glory, power & authority in the universe! God has promised a long time ago to pour out his Holy Spirit. Now it is Jesus who pours out the Holy Spirit. There you have it: God the Father, Jesus Christ, & the Holy Spirit. This is a good example in the Bible of how Jesus’ apostles first formulated the Trinity, if you like. Perhaps more accurately, how they first formulated what God the Father has done through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. They did not understand everything completely, but they understand enough to be able to tell others about God the Father, the Son & the Holy Spirit with confidence!
The Bible shows that even the first Christians already came to the conviction that Jesus is not just a normal human being, but God himself. The conviction that the Spirit of God is not just an impersonal force, but God himself. There are countless Bible passages that allow us to be convinced of this truth. We’ve studied only some of these passages this year. And I can only scratch the surface here. I probably speak to the converted here today & but can I just say that, if you are not yet convinced about the Trinity, I don’t take for granted how difficult it may be for many people to come to terms with this teaching. A lot more need to be said & discussed about this topic. I would be very pleased to talk in more detail to anyone about this.
Thirdly: Why does it matter, whether or not we understand the Trinity? Why does it matter to believe in Trinity? Because it matters to understand & believe the gospel! It matters to know & trust our God! It’s a matter of life & death, not just for now, but for eternity! It’s a matter of either living forever with our loving God as forgiven people, or spending eternity without God.

Think about what’s at stake for us to understand the Trinity: Take, for example, the issue of our sin. The Bible teaches that sin separates us from God & makes us worthy of his anger & punishment. When we sin, we offend God. God can forgive us, but in theory, it’s up to him, not to us or anyone else. If you crash my car and then later apologise, it’s up to me to decide to forgive you. Not someone else. Imagine you did crash my car, then said sorry, and one of my friends said, ‘Oh, that’s OK. I forgive you.’ You’d be surprised, wouldn’t you? I’d be angry at that friend! If you’ve wronged me, it’s not his right to forgive you
Now imagine if Jesus were only a man, or another created being, & not God: …then he could not forgive sins, could he? How can we be sure that God forgives our sins?

But the amazing truth is that Jesus claims (e.g. Luke 5) that he really has the power to forgive sins. 

Think of Jesus’ death on the cross: even many who don’t believe that Jesus is God would accept that the cross demonstrates the love of God for us. But how could the cross demonstrate the love of God for us, if it was not God, but only a man, who died on the cross? If Jesus were only a man, not God, how cruel & unjust must God be to kill Jesus, an innocent third party, because of our sins?
But the amazing truth is that Jesus is none other than God himself, in human flesh. That’s why he could die for our sins. That’s why the cross demonstrates that God is not cruel, but full of love & mercy. That’s why Jesus’ death shows that God is just. 
Romans 3:23-25  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice,
Isn’t it great? that God is not different in himself from what he shows to us in the life & work of Jesus. 
John 14:9 Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.


So that if we know Jesus, we don’t need to second-guess God anymore. If Jesus says we are his friends (John 15:15), we don’t need to wonder, ‘But what does God think of me?’ If we are Jesus’ friends, then we are God’s friends! 

Isn’t it great? that the Bible gives us many reasons to be sure that whatever God is, says, & does toward us in Jesus, that’s what God really is, says, & does toward us. That’s why it matters to understand & tell others about the Trinity.
What about the Holy Spirit? What’s at stake in knowing the Holy Spirit as God himself, & not just an impersonal force? 

Jesus promised, 
Matthew 28:20 And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
Where is Jesus now? Did he lie to us? He said he is with us always, but we cannot see him, can we? Perhaps not to mention the many people who have allegedly seen him in a dream or a vision. So what did Jesus mean in this promise? See, if the Holy Spirit were only an impersonal force, not God himself, then God would still be distant. Jesus’ promise would just be an empty promise.
But the amazing truth is that the Holy Spirit is God himself. Jesus delivered on his promise. He doesn’t send someone else to comfort us, when we’re down; he himself is present with us. He convicts us of our need to repent & trust in Jesus, because otherwise, left on our own, we would never come to Jesus to have our sins forgiven.
That’s why it matters to understand the Trinity & tell others about him. 

I cannot help but think of so many people who refuse to accept the Trinity. They believe that God relates to the world only indirectly, through Jesus as a third party, or through the Spirit as some sort of an impersonal force. Somehow for them, God must remain essentially hidden & unknowable, mustn’t he? they don’t have direct access to know him & relate to him. How can they ever have an intimate relationship with God? Or the assurance of God’s forgiveness, if they keep second-guessing God?
How tragic it must be, to not know the full riches of God’s love & presence, while actually God himself has already come among us, become one of us in Jesus, & now lives in us in his Spirit? 
That’s why it matters to understand the Trinity & tell others about him. 
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