The birth of a baby is usually a news of great joy, isn’t it? When my daughter, Madeleine, was born, Cindy and I were so joyful. She is our firstborn. My parents were also very joyful. My parents-in-law even flew to visit from Jakarta, and my mother-in-law stayed with us for a month to help us. Her birth was a news of great joy. But it’s nothing compared to Jesus’ birth.

The Bible reading told us about what happened on Jesus’ birthday, over 2000 years ago. What happened on his birthday can help us to learn more about God.

First, God is our Saviour

On the day Jesus was born, the angel of God said to the shepherds: ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I am here to bring you news of great joy, which is for all the people: today, a Saviour has been born to you in the city of David. He is Christ the Lord.’
The angel of God says, ‘Jesus’ birth is a news of great joy, which is for all the people!’ Jesus’ birth is a news of great joy for all the people. Not just for his parents. Jesus’ birth is so special, that even an angel of God came to explain why it is so special.

Why is it so special? today, a Saviour has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord.
A Saviour is a rescuer. Someone who comes to rescue us, to save us. You’ve heard about the earthquake in Haiti on January 12. The number of deaths is now as high the 2004 Asian tsunami. 230,000 deaths so far. It’s really tragic and horrible. But it’s great to see how various countries and aid agencies sent people to Haiti to rescue people. They came to help get people out of the rubble of the destroyed buildings, and heal their life.

Why is Jesus called a Saviour? Why do we need a rescue? The Bible says that we have rebelled against God our Lord. We ‘rebelled’ means: we should have obeyed him, and served him. But we have disobeyed him, and ignored him. This disobedience, this rebellion, destroyed our relationship with God. We become God’s enemies. We ignore him, we don’t care what God says, we don’t thank him for his blessings: our health, our job, our parents, our school. In our relationship with God, it’s like we’re trapped under the destroyed buildings in Haiti. We are buried under the rubble, and we cannot get out of it alone. We need a rescuer, someone who can heal our relationship with God. No human being can rescue us, because everyone is buried under the rubble. Therefore God himself became a human being, and came to the world in Jesus to rescue us. 

Jesus’ birth is a news of great joy for all the people, because he came to rescue us, to heal our relationship with God.
About a week after the earthquake in Haiti, the rescuers saved an 18-month old baby girl from the rubble. She was dirty & very thirsty, but without any injuries. She was buried under the rubble for six days! When she was brought to the hospital, the nurses clapped in joy.

When Jesus was born, the angels also clapped in joy. That’s why we read in the Bible that the angels were praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth among those with whom he is pleased”. The angels joyfully honoured God, because God came himself in Jesus to bring peace into our relationship with him.
The angel said, ‘He is Christ the Lord.’ Many people think the word ‘Christ’ is a surname for Jesus. His parents were Mary and Joseph Christ, therefore his name is Jesus Christ. But actually, Christ is a title. It means someone who has God’s authority, who has God’s own Spirit. Someone who would speak and act on God’s behalf.

And it’s a title with a big history. We can read in the Bible that for thousands of years, God chose kings to rule his people. And God promised that one day, he will send a very special king, someone who would speak and act on God’s behalf.

So when the angel said on Jesus’ birthday, ‘He is Christ the Lord’, it means: Jesus is the promised king! God himself came as the Christ, the promised king, to save us, to rescue us from our rebellion against himself.

Secondly, God is humble and loving

On the day Jesus was born, the angel of God said to the shepherds: And this will be the sign for you—you will find a child wrapped up in strips of cloth and lying in a food trough. 

A food trough is a place where animals eat. It’s amazing, isn’t it? God himself came as a helpless baby in a food trough. 

When Indigo, the first child of James Packer and his wife, Erica, was born last year, it was at a private hospital, Sydney’s Mater Hospital. They had a private security guard, the care of a famous doctor, three rooms: one for the mother, another for the baby, and the third is for guests, full of flowers and fruit; the hospital has a private spa bath, for extra comfort and pain relief during labour. 

You may have heard of that mother, Natasha Ramirez. She was forced to give birth on her bedroom floor after being turned away from Liverpool hospital because there were not enough beds. But this is not even bedroom floor. This is a food trough! It was such a humble birth! 

Why is it? God could’ve had Jesus born anywhere. Why in a food trough, and in a stable?

Because he’s come to the lowest of the low, the poorest of the poor, in order to show that he came to rescue us. He came to rescue us from the greatest problem of humanity: our rebellion. He rescued us by dying for us on the cross.
The food trough tells us that God has left the glory of heaven to rescue us. The food trough tells us that God is humble and loving. Can you imagine that God, who created everything, is humble and loving? It’s amazing! Everything is his! And yet God rescues us. He doesn’t only think about himself, but he died for us. 

Do you think you need the baby in the food trough? Many people don’t think so. They think Jesus is just a great teacher. He’s just a great leader. They don’t think they need to be rescued! They think they’re fine without Jesus.
But no: we actually need God to come into the world in Jesus. Without him, we are still God’s enemies, and we’re still trapped under the rubble, without a way out. But God came to rescue us, so that we can be forgiven.We don’t deserve Jesus. But we desperately need him. The whole world desperately needs Jesus. We need Jesus to rescue us. 
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