Luke 7:18-28 ‘Who is Jesus?’ Or ‘Greatness: Jesus vs World’ 

We often try to fit God into our mould/criteria. Someone may have asked you before: if Jesus is really who Christians believe he is, if Jesus is truly God in flesh, if he is really that powerful & great then why doesn’t he just change everything & clean up the mess in this world? Can’t he just do that? Why doesn’t he simply come now, save the faithful & punish the evil people? We have our picture about what a great God would & should do, so because Jesus doesn’t fit into that picture, we doubt/reject him. 

The question is not totally new. Our Bible passage today records that already in Jesus’ day, John the Baptist once had a similar question, too. John the Baptist was given a special mission by God to call people to repentance & to introduce Jesus publicly for the first time as the Messiah, as the promised king who will rule God’s kingdom. John shared the beliefs of most conservative Jews of his day: when the Messiah comes, there will be this big bang & he will clean up everything. Jesus came & in the passage we heard how he healed many people from illnesses and diseases and evil spirits, and he gave many blind people back their sight. But where is the judgment? When is he going to bring the evil people to justice? When will he free the faithful from their suffering & persecution? 

So John selected two of his disciples, and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the Coming One, or should we wait for another?” How does Jesus answer that question? Jesus answered the question by quoting a famous prophecy from prophet Isaiah.
 He was asking John the Baptist, ‘What do you see? What did Isaiah say, what will happen, when Messiah comes? Didn’t Isaiah say, ‘the blind see, the crippled walk, and the lepers are being cleansed; the deaf hear, the dead are being raised, and the poor are hearing the great news.’? Of course, the answer is yes. Those things were exactly the things that were happening around Jesus. And if the judgment has not yet fallen, well: And blessed is the one who does not stumble because of me. 

What is Jesus saying there? I think he is saying, ‘Hang in there, John. It’s not over yet. Press on. Don’t fall away at this point. The judgment is still to come.’ This is the day for mercy & salvation, not the day of judgment. You go tell John what you & hear. And blessed is anyone who doesn’t stumble over me. Blessed are those who don’t groan, & complain & criticise at my grace & mercy. But rejoice with it, embrace it & proclaim it. 

We started this church two months ago in confidence that this is still the day of salvation. There’s a bit of John the Baptist in me, I’m afraid. I sometimes long for judgment. I feel frustrated, when I hear of corrupt governments ripping people off, like in Indonesia. I feel angry, when some arrogant atheists, like Richard Dawkins, make ridiculous claims about Jesus or the Bible or Christianity. Sometimes I listen to some ignorant people of other religions dismiss or reject Jesus, & I feel like ‘How can I ever move them even one step closer to putting their trust in Jesus? It just seems so impossible!’ Sometimes I feel like, ‘Lord, why don’t you just return soon? Bring in judgment.’ And one day he will. But praise God not yet. This is still the day for salvation. For mercy & grace. To people of all nations. To some, this church will be just the opportunity they have been seeking to hear about Jesus Christ another opportunity to put their trust in him another opportunity to live in community with other people who follow him. ‘We need to hang in there. Press on. We mustn’t fall away at this point. The judgment is still to come.’ 

Have you ever got up in the morning, looked yourself in the mirror & said, ‘Ah, I’m greater than Moses’? What about: ‘I’m greater than David’? No? Did you notice v.28, the last sentence in that paragraph? Jesus says, ‘I tell you, among those born of women, none is greater than John’ Jesus is saying: if he looked back in history, John the Baptist is greater than Moses. John the Baptist is greater than David. John the Baptist is greater than Solomon. It’s remarkable! It’s not the way we normally think! But then Jesus goes on, ‘but the person who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than [John/him]!’ So if John the Baptist is greater than all these characters, & the least in the kingdom – which surely includes you & me – is greater than John, then we are greater than David, or Moses, & so on. 

What does Jesus have in mind? First, why does Jesus says, ‘among those born of women, none is greater than John’? Imagine that I got up today & I had said something like this, how would you have responded, ‘Friends, ‘I tell you, among those born of women, none is greater than [Mark]’ because he introduced me. You’d think I’m crazy, wouldn’t you? It’s ridiculous! But that is exactly what Jesus is saying here. John the Baptist came to introduce the coming of God himself in Jesus Christ. And now Jesus declares, ‘I tell you, among those born of women, none is greater than John’ because he’s done his job. He introduced me. These are the words of someone who is either a megalomaniac, or you’ve got to take his words seriously. There is no other alternative. Jesus said that Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, and the whole Bible points to him. But in the whole history of God’s salvation, only John was able to say, ‘There! That’s the one the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. (Luke 3:16). And that’s what made John great. Greater than David. Greater than Moses. Greater than Jeremiah. Greater than Solomon. 
Now, why does Jesus say, ‘the person who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than [John]’? The reason you & I are greater than John, is because the least in the kingdom can point out who Jesus is with greater clarity & immediacy than John the Baptist. John didn’t live long. He didn’t live on to see Jesus dying on the cross. He never saw with his own eyes the resurrected Christ, & he never witnessed Pentecost. He didn’t see the rise of the church. He didn’t see any of those things. So although he is the greatest because he can point to Jesus physically, nevertheless, the least Christians can point out who Jesus is with more clarity & immediacy than John the Baptist. You may be a Christian for one week, but if you are a Christian, then you’d at least be able to say things like, ‘Jesus died on the cross for my sins. He rose again. He’s God. He will come again. He’s called me to repentance & faith.’ Can’t the least Christian say that? That’s what makes us great. That’s what makes us great. 
Our greatness is defined by our capacity, our privilege, living where we do, after the death & resurrection of Jesus Christ, to point out who Jesus is with clarity & immediacy that no one had before. We must not use the criteria of the world for our primary self-understanding. Our self-identity must not primarily come out of our ethnicity, our language, our gender, our age, our education, our money, our authority status. That’s not where our significance comes from. There are some people whose whole struggle in life is to climb up the corporate ladder, or perhaps simply, to make enough money early enough that you can take an early retirement & spend the whole time travelling, or simply to be respected in their field of sport. But the Bible never encourages us to define our self-identity based on such things. It’s not that there’s no privileges to being an Australian, or being sporty, or being rich, whatever it is. But if your self-identity primarily comes from this, you’re acting like someone who doesn’t know Jesus. That’s not where your self-identity comes from. 
Our proper self-identity, our proper understanding of who we are as Christians, for the least in the kingdom, our proper self-understanding first is of the unimaginably great privilege of living after the death & resurrection of Jesus. We see with greater clarity what God almighty has done! He’s visited us in the person of Jesus Christ. The significance of all that God has done in the history of human race, all have come to focus on Jesus & we see it. And not only do we see it, but we bear witness to it. If you are a follower of Jesus: introducing other people to Jesus is a duty. It’s our great commission. But more than anything else: it’s the unimaginably great privilege of knowing God in Jesus in our lives. If you haven’t made the decision to follow Jesus so far, make that decision today! Come to him in repentance. Come while the judgment is yet to come. Come while there is still time for mercy & salvation. 
� Isaiah 35, 61 





PAGE   
1 

